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This issue of the Officer Review is 
devoted to one of our “flagship 
programs,” i.e., Youth Leadership 
Conferences (YLCs). The focus is 
on students, parents and educators 
in all capacities. By reading the 
articles in this issue, you will see 
how members of our Order are 
challenging high school students 
to become more aware of their 
Constitution, patriotism, good 
citizenship, America’s Free 
Enterprise System, and what it takes 

to be a leader in this great country of ours at any level of leadership. 

Throughout the year, the Order conducts nearly 25 multi-day and numerous 
single day YLCs throughout the United States. I visited a number of YLCs, and 
the wonderful students and the enthusiastic adult leaders impressed me every 
time. MOWW’s Youth Leadership Conferences focus on youth development 
to assist young people gain the skills and knowledge necessary to lead civic 
engagement, education reform and community organizing activities. Our 
Youth Leadership Conferences seek to teach young people particular skills 
associated with leadership, particularly those programs associate with youth 
voice or youth empowerment. 

Additionally, the design of the YLC curriculum and activities focus on 
developing citizenship skills and encouraging participants to become active 
and involved citizens in the future. YLC curricula are carefully constructed 
and improved each year. Additionally, the National Association of Secondary 
School Principals (NASSP) sanctions them.

Clearly, attending a MOWW YLCs is a milestone in a student’s life. Their 
comments both to me and in their end-of-course critiques consistently 
highlight the extent of positive impact the experience had on them.

Such value, such success, does not come about by accident, and so I extend 
a sincere “Thank You” to all Companions, guest lecturers and supporting 
volunteer staff who have so generously contributed to these successful YLCs.

LTC GARY O. ENGEN, USA (Ret) 
Commander-in-Chief, MOWW

Youth Leadership is Our Future
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Students attend the American Independence Foundation (AIFCV), 
sponsored by MOWW’s Hampton Roads, VA Chapter. A re-enactor “Rachel 
Stanton,” (with her pet rooster “Stew”) told many tales about her life in the 
Jamestown Colony as an indentured servant circa 1610. She deservedly 
received the highest critique rating ever recorded.
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PURPOSE — Multi-Day YLCs are free educational 
conferences giving US high school students the 
chance to develop leadership skills via patriotic 
education. Students attending public, charter 
and private high schools or who are home-
schooled usually participate as juniors or seniors. 
Single-day YLCs are available for elementary and 
secondary school students. MOWW interviews, 
selects and pays for YLC attendance.

ACCREDITATION —MOWW sponsors ~25 
multi-day YLCs in 17 states, and single-day YLCs. 
Some YLCs are conducted under Resolutions 
of Cooperation with the National Sojourners 
(multi-day) and the Joe Foss Institute (single-
day). MOWW also encourages Hugh O’Brian Youth 
Leadership (HOBY) seminar attendance. 
The National association of Secondary School 
Principals (NASSP) lists MOWW’s YLCs on the 
National Advisory List of Contests and Activities. 

OBJECTIVES —YLC attendees receive patriotic 
education, including elements of leadership 
needed to maintain a free society, concepts 
of a free enterprise system, and the founding 
principles upon which the US was built. Attendees 
develop an appreciation for the Constitution, 
Bill of Rights, etc., and an awareness of the civic 
responsibilities associated with preserving rights 
and freedoms. Students also develop leadership 
and public speaking skills that help them be 
better citizens and future leaders.

PROGRAM —The general curriculum goal is 50% 
of class time is devoted to leadership, 30% to 
US history and US Government, and 20% to the 
Free Enterprise System and the US economy. 

Students interact with instructors and peers in 
small group discussions, debates, skits, etc., Most 
YLCs conduct a mock trial using an actual US 
court case. Students also make oral and written 
presentations.

RECOGNITION —Students write a short essay 
during the communications class or during the 
application process, and may receive an award for 
the written submissions. 
 •  Best Essay: Judges evaluate all essays, 

select the top ten, and then pick the top 
three in the category “Best Essay.” There is 
normally a $100 award for the Best Essay, a 
$75 award for each 1st Runner-Up and a $25 
award for each 2nd Runner-Up, presented at 
the YLC Awards Banquet.

 •  Outstanding Student Award: Recipients 
normally receive a Bronze Patrick Henry 
Award and cash.

 •  Phoenician Award: MOWW National presents 
the Phoenician Award recipient a cash award 
of $2,000 to the Outstanding Student from a 
multi-day YLC that writes the best essay on 
a specific national issue. Second and Third 
place recipients are awarded $1,000 and 
$500 respectively.

SUPERVISION —Instructors lead YLC classes and 
Team Leaders/Counselors supervise students 
(typically 10-12). Directors/Assistant Directors 
(at least one adult male and one adult female) 
supervise Team Leaders/Counselors. During 
multi-day YLCs, students live in dorms with 
team members of their gender. Adults supervise 
students of their gender. Social activities are 
chaperoned.

MOWW ║ Fact Sheet

YOUTH LEADERSHIP CONFERENCES (YLCs)
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NEW ENGLAND YLC (NEYLC) | FEB 2-5, 
MAR 2-4, MAR 30-APR 1, DEC 7-9
Norwich University; Northfield, VT
www.norwich.edu/admissions/summerprogram/lcw

LTC Michael J. Jarvis, USA (Ret) 
mjj1943@myfairpoint.net | 802-479-1271

The New England Youth Leadership Conference 
(NEYLCW) was conducted in four YLC sessions 
over the course of the academic year. The four 
YLC sessions had, respectively, 28 students from 
six states and 16 high schools, 25 students from 10 
schools and 7 states, 24 students from 21 schools 
and 12 states, and 76 students from 54 schools 
and 16 states. The program fully integrates 
Norwich University’s outstanding leadership 
and team-building training with MOWW YLC 
curriculum of citizenship and free enterprise. 
This is the only YLC conducted in the nation that 
is fully sponsored by a university.

The NEYLCW is a rigorous course designed 
to educate, promote, encourage and aid 
American youth in developing a comprehensive 
understanding and appreciation of patriotism 
and the free enterprise system while providing 
leadership experience through the development 
of individual skills and teamwork. Students were 
sponsored by members of the seven Region I 
chapters. Students were required to write an essay 
of 500 words or less on the “Bill of Rights and My 
Responsibilities” as part of the selection process 
to attend the chosen session. The staff reviewed 
these essays to extract teaching points to be 
discussed in class. 

After their Friday afternoon arrival, students 
were formed into teams and met the senior 
ROTC students who served as mentors and 
accompanied students the weekend. After Friday 
dinner, students were briefed on the program 
and introduced to the MOWW counselors, LTC 
Mike Jarvis, USA (Ret), and BG Tom O’Donovan, 
USA (Ret), from MOWW’s Green Mountain 
Chapter. Each YLC opened with the presentation 
of the Colors and the “Pledge of Allegiance.” The 
students were introduced to the history of the US 
Constitution, the Bill of Rights and the struggle 
over the years to make this nation “more perfect” 
with “justice and liberty for all.” 

Students next answered questions on the 
organization and functioning of our government 
and discussed internal and external threats to 
freedom. The students were issued the book, 
“Keys to the Constitution,” and then, to test their 
budding leadership and teamwork skills, each 
team was provided an old time favorite music 
sheet. They practiced their lyrics during their free 
time and prepared for putting on skits during the 
closing ceremony on Sunday for the benefit of 
parents and guests. 

The YLCLCW Co-Director, LTC Skip Davison 
(Norwich University), introduced students to 
the importance of communication skills by 
performing his famous and hilarious “Peanut 
Butter & Jelly Sandwich” skit. This skit involves 
making a sandwich by strictly adhering to verbal 
directions only, from a student who cannot 
see what the “chef” is doing. The skit serves to 
demonstrate a failure to communicate. Before 
retiring, the students were treated to Ben & 
Jerry’s ice cream, and then it was off for a good 
night’s rest.

OFFICER REVIEW  •  MARCH 2013  ║  5 
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The students awoke at 0600 on Saturday to 
begin an intense session of water survival in the 
University pool, followed by wall climbing in 
the field house. After brunch, students gathered 
for a group photo with instructors and MOWW 
members. The students then discussed the 
Free Enterprise System and Personal Financial 
Planning. 

A student exercise followed involving each 
team reviewing a US Supreme Court case and 
reaching a verdict based on their knowledge of 
the US Constitution. The student verdicts were 
then compared to the actual decision of the 
Court. This was followed by more Leadership 
101 training from LTC Davison and a guided 
tour of the GEN Gordon Sullivan Museum, the 
latter providing insights into Norwich alumni 
accomplishments. 

After dinner, students were introduced to 
issues involving cyber security, honor and 
ethics, and the citizen-soldier concept. Next, 
after a short review, students took a citizenship 
test of 50 questions from the actual test given 
to immigrants. After a long day of study and 
physical challenges, the students enjoyed a pizza 
party before lights out. 

On Sunday (graduation day), students again 
awoke at 0600 hours to negotiate the Leadership 
Reaction Course (LRC) which measures their 
teamwork and leadership skills one more time. 
Following brunch with their families and 
instructors, it was time for the presentation 
of the song/skits they had been practicing all 
weekend. It was amusing to see how the students 
capitalized on their innovative skills to present 
these unfamiliar songs.

Gift cards, certificates, and MOWW coins were 
presented to students who wrote the best essay, 
“The Bill of Rights and My Responsibilities,” 
received the highest score on the US Citizenship 
test, and was deemed the Most Outstanding 
Student based on his or her essay, test score 
and counselor recommendations. The four 
Outstanding Students were John Nardone 
(Fairfield, CT), Madison Tiklasky (Lee Center, 
NY), Bethany Quinlan (Granby, MA) and 
Nathan Rollins (Williamsburg, VA).

With the enthusiastic support of RADM 
Richard W. Schneider, USCGR (Ret), President 
of Norwich University and a fellow MOWW 
Companion, and the staff and faculty, the New 
England Youth Leadership Conference Weekends 
have been remarkably effective. This success is 
due in large part to the sponsorship of the YLC 
by the University.

Each of the four NEYLC sessions provided 
students with a nice balance of leadership, 
citizenship, free enterprise instruction and team-
building events conducted by an outstanding 
group of senior ROTC cadets. The students 
finished the weekend excited, tired, and impressed 
with this NEYLC-Norwich experience. 

AUGUSTA YLC (AUGYLC) | FEB 24-25
Westminster School | Augusta, GA

CINC LTC Gary O. Engen, USA (Ret)
augustamoww@comcast.net | 706-733-7682

The Augusta Chapter of the MOWW conducted 
its 18th annual Youth Leadership Conference 
(YLC) at a local private school (Westminster 
Schools) in Augusta, GA. The YLC consisted 
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of 12 contact-hours from Friday evening and 
through Saturday. All 59-student attendees 
received no-cost meals.

The chapter schedules its YLC to coincide with 
the late winter-early spring for two reasons. First, 
this is the ideal time to invite the high school 
students since this period is still during the 
school year. Second, ideally students will return 
to their individual schools with great stories 
about their recent YLC experience. Criteria for 
attendees were primarily high school juniors 
with good grades who would be interactive when 
motivated in small group discussions. JROTC 
enrollment was not a criterion for attendance. 
Diversity in selection facilitated understanding. 
Faculty members of the respective high schools 
observed and participated in the activities. 

The YLC’s objective was to foster leadership 
skills and confidence in outstanding students 
that will benefit their schools and communities. 
The conference featured a guest keynote 
speaker who challenged the participants, a 
number of breakout sessions with smaller group 
discussions led by MOWW Companions and 
community leaders followed and concluded with 
presentations by the student groups. Credit goes 
to all the MOWW Companions and several other 
volunteers who donated their time and efforts as 
adult proctors, refreshment/facility coordinators, 
topic presenters and other tasks to ensure that the 
conference ran smoothly and professionally. 

Friday evening included a pizza supper (once 
again contributed by Mr. John Eckberg, owner of 
the local “Domino’s Pizza”), an ice-breaker group 
activity, an opening challenge and leadership 
pointers by Mr. Bob Young (former Augusta 
Mayor), followed by small group discussions on 
Values and Ethics. Before their release for the 
evening, guest speaker Judge Bobby Christine 
(LTC, GAANG) issued a thought-provoking 
challenge and offered a history lesson about 
remembering your heritage as linked to his 
experiences in the Gulf War.

The students returned Saturday morning to 
donuts and snacks. Next came a motivational 
talk about leadership challenges in the business 
world presented by Mr. Dino Dakuras (owner 

of Papa-N-Son’s Taste of Chicago restaurants). 
Students then rotated through three separate 
small group sessions on the subjects of Free 
Enterprise, American Government and the 
Leadership Role of the US in World Affairs.Group 
photographs were taken, and student groups gave 
presentations after lunch and the subsequent 
small-group discussion session. Judge Doug 
Flanagan (Juvenile Court Judge for Columbia 
County) gave a closing challenge. All the YLC 
students received MOWW certificates and the 
most outstanding students were honored. 

SPIRIT OF AMERICA YLC (FFYLC) | APR 19-22
Freedoms Foundation | Valley Forge, PA 
www.ffvf.org

MAJ William R. Magill, USA (Ret)
wmagill@comcast.net | 610-692-8074

The three-day Youth Leadership Conference, 
titled “American Leaders Youth Summit” was 
held at Valley Forge Freedoms Foundation on 
April 19–22, 2012. Seventy-two students from 
seven states attended the conference. As in past 
years, the goals of the conference continue to 
be: 1) to increase the student’s knowledge of the 
American political process; 2) improve their 



leadership and communication skills; 3) develop 
a deeper understanding of the Free Enterprise 
System and the world of entrepreneurship, and; 
4) develop a deeper appreciation for our history 
and heritage. The new Cyber Security session 
generated considerable student interest. Student 
interaction—evident in workshops and during 
speaker presentations—helped students achieve 
their goals. The presentations included a visit 
by re-enactor Alexander Hamilton making 
numerous points regarding the founding of our 
nation and our early leaders. 

Dr. Graham Lee, Professor of Political Science at 
St. Joseph’s University and Dr. Bruce Murphy, US 
Supreme Court expert from Lafayette College led 
the Freedom Summit, a workshop on our Bill of 
Rights and current issues. Students spent the day 
learning about the US Constitution, its framers’ 
intent and how the Constitution is applicable 
today. The students then participated in a mock 
session of Congress dealing with the application 
of the Bill of Rights as it relates to a proposed 
American Security Act of 2012. This activity 
created enormous involvement, interest and 
debate on the part of all students

Freedoms Foundation Staff Leader, Aaron Berger 
presented the Free Enterprise Challenge. He 
discussed vision, mission and goal setting that 
are characteristic of successful companies. As a 
part of the session, students formed their own 
company, developed a product and marketing 
plan, and made a three-minute commercial for 
the product. Next, judges evaluated students as 
they presented their products and commercials. 
Freedoms Foundation staff 
also presented sessions 
on Leadership and 
Cyber Security. 

Students participated 
in modules on team-
building and decision-
making in their selected 
committees. Student 
committees planned 
and conducted a 
truly impressive 
Flag Ceremony 

and a Vesper Service. Saturday afternoon 
featured a tour of Valley Forge National Park. 
Immediately following the evening’s Formal 
Dinner and recognition of Outstanding Students, 
Dan LaClerc’s gave a presentation on “Leading 
Significant Lives.” The evening ended with a 
“Declaration of Independence signer ceremony” 
led by a re-enactor portraying signer James 
Wilson. The Conference closed with a Sunday 
morning visit to Colonial Philadelphia. 

AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE FOUNDATION 
(YLC AIFCV) | APR 26-29
Williamsburg, VA
www.aifcv.org

Maj Earl Johnson, USAF (Ret)
ejohnson@aifcv.org | 757-560-0963

The American Independence Foundation 
(AIFCV), sponsored by MOWW’s Hampton 
Roads Chapter, held its 16th Youth Leadership 
Conference. This year we hosted 44 students from 
28 high schools (including a New Jersey high 
school), sponsored by 12 different organizations, 
five of which were Virginia MOWW Chapters. 

Other sponsors were the local 
Disabled American Veterans, 
three Exchange Clubs, 
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two National Sojourners Chapters, Burlington 
City, NJ, and two Friends of Police Lodge #63. 
We gratefully acknowledge the financial and 
administrative support of the Richmond and 
Virginia Beach MOWW Chapters.

For the first time, we had a member from the 
Virginia State Assembly, State Senator John C. 
Miller, as the opening speaker. In explaining 
why he became a politician, he included 
the importance of community service, and 
discussed challenges we face today. The students 
appreciated the senator’s candid explanation 
about Virginia and national politics. One unique 
feature of AIFCV’s YLC is that students can earn 
two elective and transferrable college credits 
through AIFCV’s association with Adam State 
College (ASC) for a nominal fee. Our AIFCV 
Director of Education, LTC Jim Rice, USA (Ret), 
and his wife, Dr. Donna Rice, Adjunct Professor 
with ASC, made this program possible through 
the Winning Colors Leadership Program. 

To begin, a couple of historical figures 
were resurrected to provide students some 
understanding of the challenges the colonial 
leaders faced in founding this great country. 
The first to speak was “John Rolfe,” the Virginia 
colonist and entrepreneur who married 
Pocahontas. Richard Cheatham, founder and 
director of the Living History Associates, Ltd, 
is the 13th great-grandson of Rolfe’s marriage, 
and he performs as Rolfe. He brought with 
him another re-enactor, “Rachel Stanton,” who 
demonstrated the indentured life of a woman 
circa 1610 known as “The Chicken Lady.” She and 
her pet rooster “Stew,” told many tales about life 
in the Jamestown Colony. She deservedly received 
the absolute highest critique rating ever recorded.

With leadership as the cornerstone of our 
program, Brig Gen Richard F. “Dick” Abel, USAF 
(Ret), was our Friday morning speaker. He is the 
author of “The DNA of Leadership: Leadership 
is All About People.” The General served as an 
advisor to several presidents, three Navy four-star 
admirals and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. Gen Abel discussed leadership in inspired 
and riveting detail, and his presentation was the 
subject of much student discussion. He presented 
an autographed copy of his book to every student.

Dr. Joseph Emerson, a member of the original 
staff, is our government teacher. He led the 
groups through an exercise demonstrating the 
possibilities and perils of changing America 
through legislation action. The students are 
provided details on current events, information 
on the history of the US Constitution, then 
are challenged to identify a law within the 
Constitution to amend. Next, they must justify 
their position, develop and present it to the class, 
and respond to questions. Clearly the students are 
paying keen attention to national events. 

The comprehensive YLC consists of speakers 
emphasizing Leadership, Patriotism and the Free 
Enterprise System. A representative from Langley 
Federal Credit Union taught a class on the basics 
of handling one’s finances and saving for their 
future. This lesson placed a realistic monetary 
measure to leaving home and providing for your 
independence by addressing utility expenses, the 
real costs associated with buying a car, going to 
college or starting a family. It certainly opens 
some eyes. Then, the very patriotic National 
Sojourners, Inc., arrived dressed in colonial garb. 
They taught the students the history and meaning 
of the American Flag. The patriotic portion of the 
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YLC featured Ray Ferrara, a retired Marine who 
is currently serving as a security supervisor. He 
presented Patriotic Leadership and drove home 
the sacrifices made by the men and women of this 
great nation. He reminded the students of their 
obligation to ensure this nation continues as a 
shining beacon. 

AIFCV founder Col Bill Townsley, USAF (Ret), 
gave a class on the basics of parliamentary 
procedure. He also led the group challenge 
portions of the conference, e.g., a $100,000 
Investment Challenge, Five Square, Trump 
Tower, Triple Challenge. These challenges 
gave each student the opportunity to display a 
particular skill, e.g., math, history, government, 
planning, etc. 

Maj Earl Johnson, USAF (Ret), our YLC Director 
and Commander of MOWW’s Hampton Roads 
Chapter, guided the class through several 
exercises and discussions designed to help the 
students as they face a future full of necessary 
decisions. His interactive seminar “Critical 
Thinking for Future Leaders” culminates with 
students becoming more aware of how decisions 
made today can have an impact on an entire 
life. His bottom-line: surround yourself with 
good people and analyze your own actions daily. 
Equally important: Develop good habits so that 
they will become part of your character. 

The students left more confident and inspired 
to take up leadership roles in their schools and 
communities. They also left more appreciative of 
the sacrifices made by their predecessors, who 
dedicated themselves to ensuring their liberty to 
pursue their dreams. It was a challenging class. 

Three-fourths of the students were in the top ten 
percent of their high school class. Morgan Irons 
was selected the Most Outstanding Leader of this 
YLC. 

NEW JERSEY YLC (NJYLC) | MAY 5
Lenape High School | Medford, NJ 

MAJ William R. Magill, USA (Ret)
wrmagill@comcast.net | 610-693-8074

On Saturday, 5 May 2012, Lenape High School in 
Medford, NJ, hosted the Philadelphia Chapter’s 
South New Jersey, Single-Day Youth Leadership 
Conference. MOWW Companion, LTC Fred 
Scherrer, USA (Ret), the Senior JROTC Instructor 
at Lenape High School, turned the podium over to 
Cadet 2nd Lt Margaret Catrambone. She opened 
the conference by welcoming the cadets and their 
instructors. The Lenape JROTC Color Guard 
presented the Colors and the Pledge to the Flag. 
The first speaker was Mrs. Michele High, an area 
Computer Consultant who presented an eye and 
ear-catching PowerPoint review of cybersecurity 
that was well-received by students and adults 
present.

Suddenly, a black soldier from the American 
Revolution invaded the room looking for patriots. 
The intruder was Noah Lewis portraying “Ned 
Hector,” a free Black who served with General 
Washington at the “Battle of the Brandywine” in 
1777. Mr. Lewis shared the details of the battle and 
the time period, informing the Cadets that black 
soldiers served with the Colonies and the British.

Mr. Williams, a 25-year veteran of the corporate 
world was the next guest speaker. He discussed the 
Free Enterprise System and the value of developing 
your own brand. Mr. Williams reviewed the steps 
needed in starting a business, and the many pitfalls 
in developing a business. 

MAJ Brian Fitzgerald, USA, who recently returned 
from a tour in Afghanistan, followed with a 
Leadership presentation that provided the Cadets 
with a definition of the leadership concept and the 
characteristics of effective leaders. 

The YLC closed with MAJ William Magill, Chapter 
Adjutant, presenting a problem-solving exercise. 
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Each school unit was to consider “How do you go 
about promoting a new product?” The objective 
was to prepare and present their approach to 
promoting a product. Their presentations showed 
clever innovation and unique design and uses of 
their assigned product (Mousetrap; Trash Can; 
Book Bag). The Cadets of Pemberton High School 
received the most judges’ points and so received 
$100 towards their unit’s program. 

PHILADELPHIA YLC (PHYLC)  
Bartram High School | Philadelphia, PA
MAJ William R. Magill, USA (Ret)
wrmagill@comcast.net | 610-693-8074

LTC Keith Cianfrani, USA (Ret), Director JROTC 
Programs and Director of Army Instruction, 
Philadelphia School District, and Philadelphia 
MOWW Chapter member, opened the Conference. 
He welcomed the 72 cadets and their instructors 
from 11 Philadelphia high schools. Bartram H. S. 
JROTC Color Guard presented the Colors; then 
led the Pledge of Allegiance and the singing of the 
National Anthem. 

The first speaker was MAJ Bill Magill, USA (Ret), 
Chapter Adjutant, who led a brief discussion on 
Cyber Security with input from the cadets. The cadets 
helped form a definition and points of caution for 
computer use.

MAJ Magill was followed by a Revolutionary War-
era Black soldier looking for patriots. He suddenly 
invades the room, armed with musket, bayonet, 
hunting knife and encyclopedic knowledge of 
the era. Noah Lewis portrayed Ned Hector, a free 
Black soldier who served with General Washington 
at the Battle of the Brandywine in 1777. After a 
description of Ned Hector’s role as a teamster and 
bombardier, he explained how a cannon was fired in 
Revolutionary days and assisted a group of cadets in 
a mock drill of loading and firing a cannon.

In the next seminar, Mr. Ken Wong, a Philadelphia 
businessperson and entrepreneur, stressed the 
importance of the Free Enterprise System in our 
country. He also emphasized how individuals with a 
single plan or idea can start a thriving business. 

He pointed out that the key to a successful business 
is determination and perseverance. The cadets 

reacted positively and enthusiastically to Mr. Wong’s 
presentation.

LTC Keith Cianfrani stepped in next and presented 
an excellent PowerPoint overview of leadership 
concepts. He emphasized the various steps in the 
leadership process that would enhance the ability of a 
leader to have successful and motivated followers.

Lt Col Paul Willey, USAF (Ret), also a MOWW 
Chapter Companion and Philadelphia JROTC 
Instructor, introduced the final problem solving 
exercise. Each school team became a contestant for 
the solution of a problem regarding “A Look at Our 
Free Enterprise System.” Each team was to consider 
“How do you go about promoting a new product 
for your company?” Then each team received a 
product to promote. The objective was to present 
their approach to the company’s CEO, outlining 
details of the assigned product and its appeal to 
consumers. Each team organized their members, 
recorded their ideas and appointed their presenters. 
The presentations showed clever innovation and 
unique design and uses of their assigned product 
(Mousetrap, Trash Can, Toothbrush, and Book Bag). 
Frankford High School’s team made the winning 
presentation and received a $100 prize. 

Having been duly nourished with food and 
knowledge, the Colors were retired, the meeting 
adjourned, a benediction pronounced and the cadets 
departed. 

TALLAHASSEE YLC | MAY 9-12
Tallahassee, FL 

Lt Col John E. Cahoon, Jr., USAF (Ret)
emeraldcst@cox.net | 850-862-5078

Under sponsorship by the Military Order of the 
World Wars, the Youth Leadership Foundation, 
Inc., conducted its 34th YLC from May 9-12, 
2012. The general format and content of the 
Tallahassee YLC–2012 was similar to previous 
years’ conferences with one notable exception. 
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For the 2012 conference, a guided tour of the 
Florida Supreme Court Building was an added 
feature to the traditional tour of the Florida 
Capitol Building. While the Capitol tour has 
always been a centerpiece of our conferences, 
the Supreme Court visit appeared to be an even 
more enjoyable and productive experience for our 
students. Because of the many positive comments 
received during the student end-of-conference 
critiques, the Supreme Court tour will become an 
integral part of all future Tallahassee conferences.

Forty-three students from 12 high schools 
attended the 2012 conference. Three of the 
MOWW chapters within Region VI sponsored 
these students. 

KY BLUEGRASS CHALLENGE ACADEMY 
(KY1, KY2) | MAY 11-12, NOV 2-3
Fort Knox, KY
CAPT William W. Dibble, Jr., USN (Ret)
 w.dibble@insightbb.com | 502-239-1895

Since 2005, the Kentucky National Guard has 
sponsored the Bluegrass Challenge Academy, 
which has graduated two classes of over 100+ 
cadets per year. The Academy helps sixteen-to 
eighteen-year-old high school dropouts discover 
a new direction. In doing so, MOWW’s Fort 
Knox Chapter has sponsored a two-day Youth 
Leadership Conference (YLC) for its top 40 
cadets of each class. In 2012, the chapter focused 
on American Heritage and Leadership. 

The Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) 
Museum experience makes patriotism come alive 
by allowing students to identify the foundations 
of this nation. On the first day, students also 
develop an appreciation for the US Constitution 
as the significant foundation of our country, 
and an awareness of the responsibilities of every 
citizen has toward the perpetuation of the Bill of 
Rights and its freedoms. On the second day, the 
General George Patton Museum of Leadership 
provided the perfect complement to the SAR 
Museum by helping students understand 
legendary leadership imperatives through 
experience. This experience also assists students 
in understanding their importance in helping 

all students become excellent leaders. This is 
facilitated by the small group team setting in 
which all members make leadership presentations 
and learn “Decision-Making is a Team Sport.” 

SOUTHWEST YLC (LEX) | JUN 10-14 LEX 
Aboard USS Lexington | Corpus Christi, TX

PCINC CAPT R. M. “Rollie” Stevens, USN (Ret)
rollie.stevens@charter.net | 940-321-6944 

The Fifteenth Annual YLC aboard the WWII 
aircraft carrier USS Lexington (CV-16) was a 
giant step back into US history and an inspiring 
success for fifty-seven students from across Texas 
and Oklahoma. The students spent their first day, 
a short one, busily getting acquainted with each 
other and accustomed to bunks, ladders, and 
other nautical expressions as they traversed  
the ship.   

After a delicious Italian dinner, the students 
and their six YLC counselors participated in a 
LEX scavenger hunt to become familiar with the 
800-plus feet of the “Blue Ghost.” What would a 
scavenger hunt be without a ghost story or two 
about those who haunted the decks while the 
Lexington saw combat in WWII and after! After 
that it was ‘lights out,” because 0600 comes very 
early.  
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Throughout the week, the students were divided 
into six groups. They worked on group projects 
ranging from the problems and challenges facing 
our nation to a mock trial, led by the Honorable 
David Stith (Judge, Nueces County Court). Dr. 
John Frith, Business Administration Department, 
Central Texas College, discussed business ethics 
and how the Free Enterprise System works in the 
United States. 

For some fun and enjoyment, the Mars Groups, 
along with Chaplain (COL) Ralph Smith, USA 
(Ret), organized a diverse and very entertaining 
talent show, featuring the “USS LEXINGTON 
Village People’s rendition of YMCA.  

The week’s most powerful presentations were 
those given by two Vietnam-era warriors.  Each 
shared their personal poignant and agonizing 
situations to a captivated audience of sixteen-
year-olds who were mesmerized, and shocked by 
these two speakers’ personal accounts.           

Col Ken Cordier, USAF (Ret), Air Force fighter 
pilot, was a POW during the Vietnam War.  His 
incredible story captivated the students as to 
the forbidding reality of six years in a North 
Vietnamese communist prison camp. He shared 
the valuable keys to his survival, and showed 
students how his lessons-learned can be critical 
to their successes in the future. Col Cordier’s 
riveting personal account of six years of captivity 
inspired the students to strive for the very best in 
themselves and others.   

CPT Allen Clark, USA (Ret), our other 
motivational speaker, shared his Vietnam story 
and how on an early morning in June 1967, 
he sustained very serious injuries to his legs 
and back during mortar attack by the North 
Vietnamese. His injuries were so severe that 
it necessitated the amputation of both his legs 
below his knees. CPT Clark’s personal struggle 
after his amputation touched these fifty-seven 
students in ways no lecture or book could do 
about the importance of perseverance courage, 
and hope.    

Our last morning offered more powerful learning 
for our students as well. CAPT Rollie Stevens, 
USN (Ret), and director of the YLC aboard 
the USS Lexington, presented a final challenge 

to the students, as he read what happened to 
our American forefathers after they signed the 
Declaration of Independence and pledged to each 
other, their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred 
honors.

This fifteenth annual YLC aboard the USS 
Lexington was another successful conference, 
thanks in great part to the dedication, and the 
devotion to duty of its director, PCINC CAPT 
Stevens.  CAPT Stevens has led all the YLCs 
aboard the Lexington over the course of the 
fifteen years. Bravo Zulu, Skipper!    

The students ended their time aboard the 
Lexington as they began it—hauling luggage 
from the quarterdeck of the ship down the 
gangway to the awaiting busses and vans. But on 
this last day together, many students were hauling 
each other’s luggage. There were so many tears of 
joy and sadness that last day as newfound friends 
pledged fidelity to each other as well.  

THOUSAND OAKS YLC (TOYLC) JUN 11-15
California Lutheran University CA
www.youtube.com/user/eaglecorps1 

Lt Col Thomas A. Zuppardi, USAF (Ret)
eaglecorps@netzero.net | 805-495-6962

Sixty-one students from high schools throughout 
California and Las Vegas enjoyed our 21st Youth 
Leadership Conference (YLC) during its five 

OFFICER REVIEW  •  MARCH 2013  ║  13 



MOWW ║ Youth Leadership in Action

14  ║  The Military Order of the World Wars

distinct days. Day 1 is a “Day of Discovery,” 
i.e., when students arrive. Day 2 is a “Day of 
Engagement” during which each student digs 
deep, physically and mentally, to excel. Day 3 
is a “Day of Adventure” when students go off 
campus for tours. Day 4 is a “Day of Reflection” 
on historic perspectives. Day 5 is the “Day of 
Departure.” 

On Day 1 (Discovery), students arrived and 
learned about the YLC program. This continues 
through Orientation and two Leadership 
Challenges (LC) before and after dinner. The 
Orientation introduced students to the YLC 
ROE (Rules of Engagement) and an overview of 
the YLC plus various tasks. Each day a different 
Leader of the Day (LOD) briefed the YLC 
process. Next, the LOD led a fitness session. After 
showers, all participated in a ceremony during 
which a colorful streamer was pinned on the 
banner of the team winning a LC the prior day. 
Next, students held a flag raising ceremony. The 
following classroom sessions reflected energized 
student participation. 

During each of the first two days, team members 
selected new Team Leader Candidates. They then 
went before a Promotion Board of Counselors for 
confirmation. The most qualified Team Leader 
was the Class Leader of the Day for the following 

day. It was terrific student experience. Students 
then departed for their dorms for pizza and 
Evening Sessions, which are gatherings, one per 
dorm (male and female). The Director and Class 
Mayor, along with the respective Dorm Leader, 
visited each dorm to answer student questions. 

On Day 2 (Engagement), students pooled 
their communication skills, physical training, 
leadership skills, perseverance and creativity to 
create a day of excellence via activities that ran 
from dawn to past dusk. 

On Day 3 (Adventure), students went to Hueneme 
Beach for a physical Leadership Challenge in the 
sand. Following this, we enjoyed lunch at the 
Navy Galley, Naval Base Ventura County, Port 
Hueneme. We toured Air Force Det-1, 344th 
Training Squadron, and saw incredible Air Force 
specialized vehicles and fire-fighting equipment. 
Finally, we toured Coast Guard Station, Channel 
Islands. Upon returning to the CLU campus, 
students were surprised with a poolside Bar-B-
Que. Later, the LOD led the class ballot vote for 
the “Major Hal Geer Spirit Award,” awarded to 
the student with a great attitude who helps make 
the YLC memorable, and who lifts the spirits of 
the student body. Pizza, Evening Sessions, and 
bedtime followed. 

Day 4 (Reflection) included Major Hal Geer and 
Captain ‘Rosy’ Nolan speaking to the class. Each 
offered their perspectives on life, communication 
and love of country. Following lunch, students 
went to the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 
where they had an opportunity to reflect on one 
of our nation’s greatest leaders. 

Day 5 (Departure) saw students preparing for 
graduation. The class, led by the “Class President” 
(i.e., the top performing LOD) went to the 
Awards Banquet in a class procession down the 
campus’ main avenue while parents and guests 
looked on. The memorable banquet included the 
presentation of the TOYLC awards, medallions, 
and graduation certificates. It was also a time 
for students to reflect on the many achievements 
of the busy week. After the awards banquet, 
students changed into more comfortable clothes 
and returned to the classroom for pizza at the 
Round-Up session, and a talent contest. In short, 
it was five days of distinction.
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The 2012 TOYLC was made possible by our 
chaperones (Felicia Boudreau and Cameron 
Ward), volunteers, sponsors (CDR David 
Swathwood, USN (Ret); Col Dick Keagy; LtCol 
Dale Clausen; LTC Thomas G. VaVerka, USA 
(Ret); SGM Steve Bratton; Mr. Patrick L. Clark; 
SMSgt Robert Windham, USAF; Capt Jim 
Steiner), and a generous grant from The Wood-
Claeyssens Foundation. 

MID-AMERICA YLC (MIDAM) | JUN 11-15
St. Louis University MO

Mr. Mike D. Adreon, HPM
midamericaylc@yahoo.com | 636-861-1204

Thirty-two students participated in 
Mid-America’s weeklong Youth Leadership 
Conference, with nine students traveling over 300 
miles from Arkansas to attend. After the National 
Sojourners gave a welcoming presentation titled 
“Building of the Flag,” students enjoyed a “getting 
to know you” activity, asking questions such as 
“Do you speak multiple languages” and “Do you 
play a musical instrument?” 

This year’s YLC had a number of firsts, e.g., 
team competition was between three teams. 
Additionally, two of the top three award-winning 
leaders were from the same school. More 
importantly, students enjoyed our new speakers 
and new activities. To illustrate, this year the 
students had a very unorthodox mock trial. 
Andrew Jackson was put on trial to determine 
whether he belonged on the $20 bill. Judge 
Thomas Grady oversaw the trial. The enthusiastic 
student jury determined that his image did 
not belong there based on their review of the 
evidence. 

After a couple of grueling days in the classroom, 
students were excited to go to the first-ever field 
trip offered by the Mid-America YLC. The trip 
started at the New Cathedral Basilica, where 
students were taken on a tour of the building that 
has more mosaics under one roof than anywhere 
in North America. Students gained insight on the 
leadership skills it took to construct the cathedral. 
Students next proceeded to the history museum 
where they learned about Missouri’s role in the 

Civil War. Truly, Missouri was a divided state. 

Two new speakers were met with enormous 
success. First, Reverend Dr. Bryant Clancy, Jr., 
spoke of his role in the Charlotte civil rights 
movement. His stories brought the Civil Rights 
movement to life for the students. Our last 
speaker may have had the greatest success. Mr. 
Thomas Smith spent more time fielding questions 
on the stock market, mutual funds and insurance 
than on his intended speech. Yes, this was 
certainly a YLC of firsts.

At the end of the conference, a talent show 
highlighted student acts that the monitors 
judged. These acts included a ROTC gun twirling 
demonstration, a re-creation of Abbott and 
Costello’s famous “Who’s on First” comedy 
routine, singing and several monologues. Finally, 
approximately seventy people consisting of 
students, parents, MOWW staff and school 
sponsors attended a graduation banquet. 
Students received several awards and medals. 
Three teams (i.e., “Youth Making Countless 
Millions Better,” “Counter Logic” and the 
“Swords”) competed for top honors as the 
outstanding team. The “Swords” took first place. 
Annalise Goeke earned top honors as the overall 
outstanding leader, followed by Shawna Smith 
and Laila Ait Haj Kaddour in second and third 
place, respectively. 
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 BY ZACHARY N. HALL 
NORTHWEST YOUTH LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE | PACIFIC LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY

MOWW ║ 2012 Phoenician Award Recipient

2012 Phoenician Award Essay Question: 
The right to vote is a constitutional right. Many states are passing voter identification laws. Should this be state's 

decision or should there be national uniform requirements on who is eligible to vote and what type of documentation 

should be allowable?

Our ability to vote is one of the most 
treasured rights in the United States. 
The blood of every soldier is the 

backdrop of the right to vote. The Constitution 
has multiple amendments that are guidelines as 
to who can vote and what protection they have. 
For instance, the 26th Amendment, adopted 
in 1971, lowered the voting age to 18. That was 
the last change establishing a requirement for 
voting eligibility. In the last few decades, voter 
fraud has become an issue, so the question is 
what steps can be taken to remedy this? Many 
states have struggled to come up with a way to 
require voters to provide identification to prove 
who they are when registering to vote. With 
states all having very different ways of doing 
things, it would be in everyone's best interest if 
the federal government was the one to set the 
rules in place to prevent voter fraud. 

When I got my job as a lifeguard at my local 
community center, I had to fill out a form 
called the W-9. The purpose of this form was 
to show that I was an eligible worker in the 
United States. It was simple, all I had to do was 
provide a few critical pieces of information 
and I was ready to work. At my father's work 
place, the company uses the E-Verify process. 
It is a little more involved and is administered 
by the Department of Homeland Security. This 
process verifies that a worker is in the country 
legally and is eligible to work. I believe that a 
system like E-Verify could be used to verify the 
voting eligibility of anyone registering to vote. 

Call it “V-Verify”—at no cost to the voter. Of 
course, states would be a part of the process 
due to voting being very much a local issue.

We live in a time where elections can be 
decided by a very slim margin. For example, 
in California in 1996, Loretta Sanchez beat 
incumbent Robert Dornan, but voter fraud was 
alleged. After the election, Dornan was able 
to show that non-citizens and felons had been 
registered to vote. This is only one example of 
the voting system being exploited. Groups like 
ACORN and Hermandad Mexicana Nacional 
employ methods to bolster their voting rolls by 
registering massive numbers, and overloading 
an underfunded and understaffed state election 
office. Under a federal “V-Verify” system, 
registrations would have to be submitted in 
time to allow for applicant verification. On 
Election Day, show your voting card proudly 
and vote! 

Our ability to conduct fair and accurate 
elections should never be looked on as an 
inconvenience for our citizens. It should be 
demanded. Our rights should be held close to 
our hearts, and we should always be looking 
to make our system better. Al Capone, the 
infamous Chicago gangster once said, “I 
remember to vote early—and often.” Allowing 
the federal government the ability to set the 
rules, as it has before, will ensure that our 
future elections are fair and accurate.
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Phoenician Award Recipient

John and Dani Hall, proud parents of 
MOWW's Phoenician Award recipient 
Zachary N. Hall, were special guests at the 
National MOWW Convention where the 
Phoenician award winner reads their essay 
and receives their award.

Zachary N. Hall is a born leader, natural 
athlete and superb scholar who gradu-
ated this June from Heritage High School in 
Vancouver, WA. He is now attending the US 
Military Academy at West Point. He was a 
National Honor Society officer, graduated with 
Advanced Placement courses, and a 3.83 
grade point average. He was an All League, 
“Honorable Mention,” football player, and a 
track and cross-country runner for his school. 
He was active in his community supporting 
Big Brothers Big Sisters, Walk for Diabetes 
and Miracle League. His strong suit is lead-
ership of all kinds. To illustrate, he was a 
tutor, the Varsity Captain of the Football 
Team, student body President, an AFJROTC 
Flight Commander and the recipient of the 
Northwest Youth Leadership’s “Lewis and 
Clark” top student award. He also worked as a 
City of Vancouver Life Guard. His goal is to be 
a US Army Officer.

Recognition Of Excellence

ZACHARY N. HALL 
THE 2012 PHOENICIAN AWARD RECIPIENT

 2012 PHOENICIAN AWARD RECIPIENTS

◦  Winner:  
Zachary N. Hall

◦  1st Runner-Up: 
 Julia Snipes

◦  2nd Runner-Up: 
Tammy Winter

American Independence Foundation  
of Colonial America YLC
Director: Maj Earl Johnson, USAF (Ret) 
Check: $1,000

Texas Wesleyan YLC 
Director: Maj David E. Wirsig, USMC (Ret) 
Check: $500

Northwest YLC  
Director: Col David B. Gibson, USAF (Ret)
Check: $2,000
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MOWW ║ Outstanding YLC Students—2012

DATES CODE NAME & LOCATION OUTSTANDING STUDENT | HIGH SCHOOL 

Apr 19-22 FFYLC Spirit of America YLC Jordan Robertson ║ Henry HS, San Diego, CA 
  Freedom Foundation, Valley Forge, PA  

Apr 26-29 AIFCV American Independence Foundation Morgan Irons ║ Grafton HS, Yorktown, VA 
  Williamsburg, VA 

Dec 7-9 NEYLC New England YLC Paul J. Grimard ║ Suffield HS, Suffield, CT 
	 	 Norwich	University;	Northfield,	VT	 	

Feb 2-5 NEYLC New England YLC Madison A. Tikalsky ║ Rome Free Academy, Lee Center, NY 
	 	 Norwich	University;	Northfield,	VT	 	

Jul 15-19 TAMUYLC Texas A & M University YLC Wm. Bishop Wash ║ Allen HS, Allen, TX 
  Texas A&M University; College Station, TX 

Jul 17-21 AZYLC Arizona YLC Reed Oberlander ║ Barry Goldwater, HS, Glendale, AZ 
  Arizona State University; Phoenix, AZ  

Jul 24-28 FITYLF Youth Leadership Foundation Emily Tharp ║ Seminole HS, Seminole, FL 
  Florida Institute of Technology; Melbourne, FL

Jul 8-12 TWUYLC Texas Wesleyan University YLC Collin J Charles ║ Frisco Heritage HS, McKinney, TX 
  Texas Wesleyan University; Fort Worth, TX

Jul 9-13 RMYLC Rocky Mountain YLC Kianna Brantley, Sierra HS ║ Colorado Springs, CO 
  Colorado St. University; Pueblo, CO

Jun 10-14 LEXYLC USS Lexington YLC Emma F Lenk ║ Rockwall-Heath HS, Heath, TX 
  Corpus Christi, TX (aboard the USS Lexington)

Jun 11-15  TOYLC Thousand Oaks YLC Lonnie J Rickel ║ Ukiah HS, Ukiah, CA 
  California Lutheran University; CA  

Jun 11-15  MIDAM Mid-America YLC Annalise Goeke ║ Hancock HS, St. Louis, MO 
  St. Louis University, MO

Jun 19-22 PPYLC Patriot's Point YLC Brian Potter ║ Blythewood HS, Blythewood, SC 
  Charleston, SC (aboard the USS Yorktown) 

Jun 20-23 CAPYLC National Capital Area YLC Anna Conover ║ Oakland Mills High  School, Columbia, MD  
  St. Johns College, Annapolis, MD

Jun 24-28 CTCYLC Central Texas College YLC Antony Park ║ Plan Senior HS, Plano, TX 
  Central Texas College; Killeen, TX  

Jun 24-29 SDYLC San Diego YLC Ryan P Hugh ║ Jserra Catholic HS, San Juan Capistrano, CA 
  Camp Pendleton, CA 

Jun 3-6 OCUYLC Oklahoma Christian University YLC Luke Case ║ Edmond North HS, Edmond, OK 
  Oklahoma Christian University; OK  

Jun24-28 NWYLC Northwest YLC Jacob San Agustin, ║ Washington HS, Tacoma, WA 
	 	 Pacific	Lutheran	University;	Tacoma,	WA	 	

Mar 2-4 NEYLC New England YLC Bethany J. Quilin ║ Granby HS, Granby, MA 
	 	 Norwich	University;	Northfield,	VT	 	

Mar 30-Apr 1 NEYLC New England YLC Nathan L. Rollins ║ Jamestown HS, Williamsburg, VA 
	 	 Norwich	University;	Northfield,	VT	 	

May 9-12 TALYLC Tallahassee YLC Cameron L Clark ║ Bloomingale HS, Valrico, FL 
  Tallahassee, FL 

Nov 7-10 HSVYLC Huntsville YLC Kendall M Burr ║ Centenniel HS, Franklin, TN 
  US Space & Rocket Center; Huntsville, AL   
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PATRIOTS POINT YLC (PPYLC) | JUN 19-22
Aboard USS Yorktown | Charleston, SC

CAPT Frederick T. Massey, USN (Ret)
frederick7815@att.net | 843-696-4994

Blessed with a bright sunny day, the students 
descended upon the USS Yorktown at Patriots 
Point with what looked like a year’s worth of 
clothing and bedding. Seventy-five students 
representing forty-six schools along the East and 
Gulf Coasts came prepared to survive four days 
on the “Fighting Lady.” With gear stowed and 
welcomes extended, they worked their way aft 
and up to the flight deck to participate in a series 
of team-building challenges. Lava boards ferret 
out leaders and at times frustrate the participants 
as they use ropes and 2x4s to cross the deck in 
a synchronized movement. The first exercise 
completed, the group quickly coalesced into a 
smoothly functioning unit.

A new group of speakers presented topics on 
patriotism, leadership and entrepreneurship 
which elicited cogent responses from our 
audience of future leaders. Their responses were 
direct, intelligent, and in many cases, thought 
provoking. Rest assured, our future is in good 
hands if those onboard the Yorktown were 
representative of today’s youth.

Returning this year were two well-received 
speakers who ably engaged our students with 
their eloquent speech and vibrant personality. 
Medal of Honor recipient MajGen James 
Livingston, USMC (Ret), always a hit with 
our youngsters, asked the students to give 
a presentation on their heroes. Each was 
encouraged with a brief comment stating 
how pleased he was with their thoughts and 

reasoning. LtCol Phillip Woody, USMC (Ret), 
gave insight into his youth in rural South 
Carolina and how he overcame early-developed 
prejudice. He related how in early childhood he 
asked his mother why he could not have a drink 
of “colored water” and had to drink the “white 
water” instead. Being saved by a black marine in 
the 1983 Beirut bombing of the Marine barracks 
brought about a radical change in how he thought 
of and treated a race he previously thought were 
inferior. 

We were fortunate to have two retired senior 
enlisted Navy and Marine members address 
Leadership Traits and Characteristics. Questions 
from the audience gave evidence that these 
young leaders were indeed interested in learning 
the trade based on the speakers experience. 
Mr. Paul Heinauer, President of a local glass 
company, gave insight into how to succeed in 
starting and building a company from scratch 
while competing against a similar enterprise. His 
strategy: know your product, love what you do, 
and be prepared to work hard. Our SCORE group 
provided a simple guide to building a business 
plan and where to look for financial backing. 
Our essay winner, Brian Potter, is a co-captain of 
his school’s JROTC academic team. Addressing 
Congress as an ineffective political body, he 
questioned why House members busy themselves 
with getting re-elected before tackling the serious 
issues facing our country. 

A banquet and dance on Thursday evening 
provided a chance to mingle with a diverse group 
of students and staff while giving our students 
a chance to relax before their Friday morning 
departure. 
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NATIONAL CAPITAL AREA YLC (NCAYLC) | 
JUN 20-23
St. Johns College | Annapolis, MD
www.orgsites.com/md/ncaylc

COL James R. McKnight, USA (Ret)
s_jmck@verizon.net | 410-969-2395

The conference was attended by 59 students 
(including five who are homeschooled) from 
31 different high schools in six states and the 
District of Columbia. The NCAYLC was held 
at historic St. John’s College (the third oldest 
college in the United States) in Annapolis, MD. 
After registration and dinner, the conference 
started with a welcome, introduction of staff 
and an orientation. The students were divided 
into six work groups for selection of leaders, 
recorders and briefers and discussion on “Why 
Are We Here?” Companion COL Gorham Black 
III, USA (Ret), gave an extremely well-received 
motivational talk. Next, the students met with 
their work group mentors and adjourned for an 
ice cream social. At the conclusion of the social, 
they retired to their respective male and female 
dorms.

Thursday started, as did every day, with the 
raising of the flag. Companion Col Norman 
McDaniel, USAF (Ret), a POW of the North 
Vietnamese for 61/2 years, gave a forceful talk 
on character as an important component in 
leadership. Mr. Harold Navy, one of the driving 
forces behind the Martin Luther King monument 
on the Washington, DC Mall, spoke about how 
determination and an “Oh Yes I Can,” attitude 
enabled him to persevere and overcome obstacles 
in the accomplishment of his goals. This was a 
truly motivating talk for the students. US Air 
Force Staff Sergeant James Inhof of the Air Force 
Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance 
unit at Ft. Meade, MD, gave a well-received 
presentation to the students on Cyber Security 
and what they can do to protect themselves when 
online or using their cell phones. 

After lunch, students were formed into three 
groups for a walking tour of colonial Annapolis, 
the State House and the US Naval Academy. 
Upon their return to St. John’s, LtCol Mike 
Kessler, USMC (Ret), National Director of the 

Young Marines Program, gave an excellent 
presentation on leadership. The students 
were then divided into three groups to work 
Leadership Challenges conducted by LtCol Kessler 
and Companions Maj John Benevides, USAF 
(Ret), and MAJ Joe Bles, USA (Ret). After dinner, 
Companion COL Ken McCreedy, USA, briefly 
introduced National Security and had the work 
groups discuss solutions for specific situations 
affecting national security today. The groups 
then reassembled and presented their problems 
and solutions and answered questions from the 
other groups. The day’s last session was a “round 
robin” series of Leadership Reaction Situations 
promoting team-building and leadership skill 
development. At the conclusion of exercises, the 
students had a pizza party and then went to bed.

Friday morning, Mrs. Mason (TD Bank) explained 
stocks, bonds and mutual funds, and how to plan 
for their financial future. Students broke into small 
groups to play an investment game illustrating 
various strategies for investing. Following lunch, 
students divided into three groups, then rotated 
between three speakers who covered Patriotism 
and its costs. Former Marine Mr. Buzz Williams 
spoke of his experiences during Desert Storm, and 
the effect combat has on a person mentally. He 
emphasized keeping an open mind and weighing 
the arguments of those strongly opposed to war 
and those who strongly support war, and that it is 
possible to vacillate between the two positions.  

Companion and Past MOWW CINC LTC Alfred 
H. M. Shehab, USA (Ret), spoke of his experiences 
in the European Theater of War during WWII 
and the Battle of the Bulge. Past CINC Col B. 
Dean Smith, USAF (Ret), spoke of his experiences 
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while assigned to the Space Program. After dinner, 
students attended the Marine Barracks Retreat 
Ceremony in Washington DC, a perennial favorite 
of the students.

Saturday morning the students packed their 
bags and then went out for the flag ceremony 
followed by breakfast. The students assembled for 
a discussion of How Congress Works, presented 
by Mr. Rafe Morrissey and Mr. Steve Schultz. 
Companion CPT John Kern spoke on the Bill 
of Rights. Then, individual work groups focused 
on exercises to prepare legislation that solved 
some of the nation’s problems and updated 
the Bill of Rights. After much discussion, the 
groups reassembled to present and defend their 
solutions. Companion CPT Thu Stubbs, USA 
(Fmr), then spoke on the Free Enterprise System 
and answered questions. Following lunch the 
students completed their End of Course Critiques 
prior to CMDR Collin’s graduation address. The 
awards committee then handed out the YLC 
Completion Certificates and student awards. 
Another NCAYLC was successfully completed! 

SOUTHWEST YLC (CTC) | JUN 24-28
Central Texas College| Killeen, TX

LTC William J. Dovali, USA (Ret) 
dovali@sbcglobal.net | 210-637-7526

The conference program and meetings were held 
in the new Anderson Student Center, located 
a short distance from the student dorms at the 
Morton Hall Student Residence. This student 
center is a beautiful facility, with large meeting 
rooms on the second floor and the cafeteria for 
meals on the first floor, with direct access to 
the meeting rooms from the parking lot. The 
conference opened at 4 p.m. on Sunday, June 
24, with an orientation session, followed by 
dinner. Afterward, the student groups selected 
Team Leaders and prepared for the next day’s 
workshops. 

The theme for Monday’s classes was Citizenship 
and Patriotism. After welcoming remarks by the 
campus security office, the Anson Jones Chapter 
#507 of the National Sojourners gave a very 
informative Historic Flag Program, followed by 

a workshop, “Problems and Issues Facing Our 
Nation,” produced by the Venus Group. LTC 
Kevin Mechler from the Joe Foss Institute spoke 
about veterans inspiring patriotism, and Judge 
Hal Gaither discussed “You and the Law”. The 
Jupiter Group with assistance from Judge Gaither 
then demonstrated a mock trial. The day was 
completed with a session concerning homeland 
security. After dinner, students had free time to 
go to the fitness center. 

Tuesday’s theme was Leadership. After the 
Neptune Group presented a workshop on “The 
Bill of Rights,” Chaplain (COL) Ralph Smith, 
USA (Ret), reviewed the principles of leadership, 
leadership traits and attributes. Following lunch, 
Dr. John Frith gave an extensive summary of the 
Free Enterprise System and Business Ethics, which 
was preceded by and concluded with a test to 
demonstrate what the students had learned. The 
students then went on a 90-minute field trip to 
the college planetarium. Following dinner, the 
Mars Group directed an exceptional talent show 
involving the students. 

The Wednesday theme was the Free Enterprise 
System. A local college free enterprise student 
group conducted an exercise involving 
participation by the YLC students. The Saturn 
Group presented a workshop on Homeland 
Security, and the Mars Group produced a 
workshop on Leadership Principles. After lunch, 
the Mercury Group presented a workshop on Free 
Enterprise, and the day was concluded by COL 
Thomas Curtis, who described his experiences 
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as a Prisoner of War. The conference banquet 
speaker that evening was the MOWW Immediate 
Past CINC, Col Clifford Way, Jr., USAF (Ret). 

The success of the conference was due to the 
excellent speakers and in large measure to 
the counselors: Chaplain (COL) Ralph Smith, 
USA (Ret), ATI Daleya “Dee” Johnson, Delilah 
Herrera, Jessica Myers, and Agustin Borjas. 

NORTHWEST YLC (NWYLC) | JUN 24-28
Pacific Lutheran University | Tacoma, WA
www.northwestylc.com

Col David B. Gibson, USAF (Ret)
dave_digib@comcast.net | 360-412-5146

In 2012, the Northwest Youth Leadership 
Conference celebrated its 22nd anniversary. The 
NWYLC has trained over 1,674 students over 
the years in leadership and patriotic education. 
Partnering again with Portland and Salem 
Chapters, we were successful in 2012 due to 
the excellent support provided to the chapter 
companions, support staff, and speakers who 
took the time to educate students in all aspects 
of leadership. CDR Alan Mandigo, USN (Ret), 
and his wife Ann, were crucial in making our 
YLC a success. Emily Zeigler was our very able 
Dean of Students and Ms. Batista was a valued 
head counselor. Ninety-four students received 
top-notch instruction during the five-day 
leadership conference in a university environment 
on the Pacific Lutheran University campus. 

Coming from both Oregon and Washington, 
students enjoyed a taste of university life 
in the dorms, commons, and lecture halls. 
Other sponsoring organizations included the 
Sojourners and the MOAA. An impressive group 
of presenters provided an excellent forum for 
leadership instruction. Two field trips provided 
off-site opportunities to see government and 
military leadership in action. A highlight was 
the talk with the Washington Assistant Attorney 
General on leadership in government. Two 
formal banquets allowed students to hear superb 
speakers like the Mayor of Lakewood and the 
dramatic presentation by Anthony Zendejas on 
WWII POWs. 

Student groups competed by presenting their 
servant/leader reports to the “Board of Directors” 
as they addressed solutions to problems in the 
community. Jacob San Agustin received the Lewis 
and Clark Top Student Award at our Patriotic 
Banquet. Congratulations to a well-deserving 
Washington High School student. All who 
attended the NWYLC had a memorable time and 
benefited from the YLC’s leadership instruction. 
In all respects, our 22nd leadership conference 
was the best yet, and we are already planning the 
23rd conference for 2013. 

SAN DIEGO YLC (SDYLC) | JUN 24-29
Camp Pendleton CA
www.sandiegoylc.org

LtCol Michael W. Murphy, USMC (Ret)
michael.murphy2@mantech.com | 760-723-2169

The San Diego Youth Leadership Conference (YLC) 
conducted the 2012 session at Camp Pendleton 
Marine Corps Base, CA. Our five-day session had 
thirty-three students from Orange, Riverside and 
San Diego Counties. The military facilities provided 
an excellent learning environment for these high 
school students to learn leadership principles, 
application exercises, foundations of the free 
enterprise system and American Heritage. Students 
were assigned to six patriotically named groups to 
work together, with each group competing as a unit 
throughout the YLC. 

One highlight from this year’s YLC was 
motivational speaker, Mr. Martin Lloyd. He 
shared his story about the tragic motorcycle 



MOWW ║ Youth Leadership in Action

OFFICER REVIEW  •  MARCH 2013  ║  23 

accident that left him with his right leg amputated 
and his right arm non-functional. He inspired 
students with his successful determination to re-
qualify as a commercial pilot. He did not allow 
his handicap to prevent him from doing what 
he truly wanted to do. Mr. Lloyd used humor 
to encourage students to realize their dreams. 
One student said, “It was very inspiring and 
motivational for me to find alternative solutions 
to new problems.” Two accomplished Toastmaster 
International members gave a presentation on 
Public Speaking Techniques. Students practiced 
their newly learned skills throughout YLC during 
their presentations and impromptu speeches. 

The first full day of the conference focused 
on Leadership. Students learned about a good 
leader’s key qualities and attributes. US Marine 
Corps and civilian leaders shared their personal 
experiences on leadership with students, and 
students had an opportunity to practice their 
leadership through group challenge exercises. 
Finally, each group developed a skit to convince 
a judging panel that they had learned the 
leadership principles. 

The next day focused on American Heritage. 
The staff led a discussion about the Declaration 
of Independence and the US Constitution. A 
1776-period uniformed San Diego and Camp 
Pendleton Chapters of National Sojourners 
performed “Building the US Flag” and “US Flag 
Disposal” ceremonies. This year we added a new 
topic, Attack on America to describe the events of 
September 11, 2001. A student wrote afterwards, 
“I’ve always wanted to learn what happened on 

9-11.” The day concluded with the American 
Heritage Game Show; each group competed 
in a Jeopardy-style game show focusing on 
information they learned that day.

This year the students visited the US Marine Air 
Ground Task Force Tactical Warfare Simulator. 
They learned land navigation and experienced 
how the Marine Corps uses this simulator to 
provide training, analysis, mission planning, 
and rehearsal to commanders and their battle 
staffs. The Mock Trial experience was once 
again a grand learning experience. The entire 
YLC participated as judge, jury, prosecution 
and defense, thus giving students a feel for the 
criminal justice system. 

Student exercises facilitated understanding the 
Free Enterprise System. During these exercises, 
each group created a product or service, 
developed a business plan, secured a loan and 
purchased supplies and a business license. Each 
group then presented their business plan and 
marketed their product to a panel of interested 
investors (staff judges). Groups competed to get 
their product or service selected. 

The YLC also traveled to the San Marcos 
City Council Chambers and were divided 
up into council members and staff, pro/
con factions and construction engineers. 
Students conducted this Mock City Council 
Meeting based on a San Marcos Palomar 
Trolley Station development project. 
Students experienced protesters reminiscent 
of the actual council meeting. The council 
meeting exercise awakened an interest in 
the local government management process. 
The final day concluded with a motivational 
challenge for the students to continue their 
leadership journey by applying what they 

have learned. Students were given an experience 
of a lifetime, focusing on personal development 
and knowledge of our national heritage, the free 
enterprise system and leadership skills. 

The San Diego YLC is sponsored by MOWW’s 
Pendleton, San Diego, Wright and Holland 
Chapters. It is also sponsored by the San Diego 
(#45) and Camp Pendleton (#243) Chapters of the 
National Sojourners. 
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SOUTHWEST YLC (TWU) | JUL 8-12
Texas Wesleyan University | Fort Worth TX
www.txpef.org

Maj David E. Wirsig, USMC (Ret)
dwirsig@irvingisd.net | 214-476-2228

Forty-eight students attended the 5-day YLC. 
Six student groups (Eagles, Lions, Panthers, Foxes, 
Wolves and Bears) began the YLC by selecting 
group leaders, working on group posters (based 
on team names), team assignments and workshop 
topics. Each weekday began with an optional 
devotional and a mandatory flag ceremony. 

On Monday, LTC William J. Dovali, USA (Ret), 
discussed National Issues and inspired students 
to get involved. Then Col Ken Cordier, USAF 
(Ret), delved into his experiences as a POW in 
Vietnam in his seminar, Overcoming Unexpected 
Challenges. The Lions Team presented their topic, 
Problems and Challenges Facing Our Nation. 
After lunch, former Dallas Judge Don Metcalfe 
presided over a mock trial led by the Wolves. 
Then Judge Metcalfe addressed the stuents in 
greater detail with a session titled The Law and 
You. MOWW Companion, Chaplain (COL) Ralph 
Smith, USA (Ret), taught a class about the US 
flag then quizzed students. Next Roger Fowler 
(FBI Agent) and Herb Hoxie (former Assistant 
Director of the FBI) shared their experiences as 
FBI agents in their seminar, Crime Threats. Lastly, 
the Bears presented Bill of Rights where they 
reported on landmark Supreme Court cases.

Tuesday the Panthers covered One Person Can 
Make a Difference. Then Col Jim Vinyard, USAF 
(Ret), talked about Law Enforcement & Military 
Security Protecting our Nation. Next, Allen and 
Linda Clark gave a remarkable presentation. 
Linda led with a monologue “Esther A Woman 

of Courage.” Allen presented “Becoming Leaders 
of Character,” discussing his experiences as a 
Vietnam veteran. He skillfully wove his wife’s 
presentation into his personal story. After lunch, 
Dr John Frith (Central Texas College) discussed 
Free Enterprise in America and Business Ethics. 
Mrs. Maria Crowley, a successful businesswoman, 
discussed Small Business Entrepreneurship. 
The Foxes presented Free Enterprise, which saw 
them picking and marketing a product. That 
evening, everyone had fun at the Talent Show. 
The highlight was Chaplain Ralph Smith and 
students singing and dancing to “In the Navy” 
and “YMCA” by the Village People. 

Wednesday LTC Terry Wallace taught “Personal 
Choices and Finances” which saw students match 
their skills and personalities with a career choice. 
Then LtCol Mitchell ‘Taco’ Bell, a Marine who 
commanded in Iraq and is an American Airlines 
pilot, addressed Service and Patriotism. Next, 
Bill Farmer of Raytheon presented Personal 
Commitment and Leadership. His remote-
controlled Humvee model was a big hit! After 
lunch, Chaplain (COL) Ralph Smith introduced 
leadership challenges. The Eagles then presented 
Principles of Leadership. Finishing the day, each 
team selected their outstanding student and 
students wrote “Thank you” letters to the chapter 
commanders who nominated them. Later, the 
staff interviewed the outstanding students to 
select the YLC’s top student. 

Outstanding students and nominating chapter 
included: Adriana Gutierrez (Dallas), Stephanie 
Hill (Fort Worth), Callie Barkwill (North 
Texas), Madeline Doerr (North Texas), Alexis 
Poffenbarger (North Texas), and Collin Charles 
(Air Force Association). Collin Charles was the 
Outstanding Student of the conference.

Over 50 guests attended a wonderful banquet. 
The guest speaker was Immediate Past CINC Col 
Clifford Way, Jr., USAF (Ret). He talked about 
MOWW, YLCs and his personal leadership 
experiences. He concluded by presenting each 
outstanding student with a MOWW CINC 
Coin of Excellence. On Thursday morning, 
PCINC CAPT R. M. “Rollie” Stevens, USN (Ret), 
issued the Final Challenge and presented YLC 
Completion Certificates. 
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN YLC (RMYLC) | JUL 9-13
Colorado State University | Pueblo CO
BG Anthony C. Trifiletti, USA (Ret)
actrif@g.com | 719-481-0776

Excitement was in the air as 97 high school 
seniors, and a few students from 31 Front 
Range Schools in beautiful Colorado, arrived 
at Colorado State University-Pueblo, CO. Nine 
counselors (previous graduates) and fifteen 
chaperones were waiting for the students. These 
counselors were fully prepared for their arrival. 
A variety of materials were ready, e.g., packets, 
handouts, logo tee shirts and color identification 
materials. Young Adults (YAs) were assigned 
into Red, White and Blue color groups. Each of 
the nine color groups had its own counselor to 
provide direction and guidance over the next four 
days of the conference. 

A few YAs were a bit apprehensive as they were 
meeting almost everybody for the first time. 
However, student counselors quickly put them 
at ease by starting team-building games. These 
games allowed the YAs to get to know each other 
in a fun way while building team spirit and 
having a good laugh. Following the games, it was 
picture time. Students were photographed in their 
color groups (they got a photo of their group as 
a keepsake at the end of the conference). Warren 
Gerig (our photographer) was everywhere taking 
candid pictures. Students began and finished 
the day with a flag raising ceremony. LTC John 
Russell, USA (Ret), complemented the ceremony 
with patriotic topics. Each day involved team-
building and leadership exercises. Additionally, 
students wrote an essay on this year’s topic, 
“Leadership Responsibility.”

During the five days, students received interactive 
lectures and debated both historical and current 
topics. Leading high school teachers and Air 
Force Academy professors, selected for their 
ability to capture the imagination and interest 
of their students, taught them. Col Mark Ewig, 
an outstanding high school teacher, began the 
instruction with the class, “Patriots All: Our 
Founding Fathers.” Brig Gen Malham M. Wakin, 
USAF (Ret), Professor Emeritus and the head 
of the Air Force Academy’s Ethics & Honor 

Program, was our keynote speaker. He discussed 
Responsibilities and Ethics of Leadership. Lt 
Col David Keller, USAF, a professor with the 
Academy’s Leadership Program, provided 
practical problems in leadership. Mr. Michael 
Diamond, an award winning high school 
business educator, spoke on the Free Enterprise 
System and presented practical problems for 
the student seminars. Ms. Jeanne Smith, Esq., 
Colorado State Criminal Justice head, spoke on 
The Free Enterprise System and the Justice System. 

Companion Col Watt Hill presented his WWII 
experiences as a P-38 and P-47 pilot. Companion 
Eunice Hill, his bride of 66-years, described 
her life growing up as a young girl in war-torn 
Britain during WWII. Both were enthusiastically 
received by the students. We are immensely 
grateful to all of our presenters who so graciously 
donated their time and wisdom to our students.

BG Anthony Trifiletti, USA (Ret), then granted 
“Awesome Power” to the students to solve a 
current problem of the world. He led them 
through a brief discussion of some potential 
problems to be solved and charged them to select 
their own topic. Each of the nine color groups 
then prepared a skit showing how they would 
solve their selected problem. The student body 
selected the winning skit which was presented at 
the Awards Banquet on Thursday evening. The 
Awards Banquet was a great success with 288 
parents and friends attending. Madison Clark 
received the Best Essay Award and Kiana Brantley 
won the Outstanding Student Award. Eleven 
other deserving students received plaques. 

Col Philip Madden, Foundation President and 
Associate Conference Director, said, “Our 
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20th Youth Leadership Conference was again 
an outstanding event. It was well received by 
all attending students and reflects credit on 
the students for their performance during the 
conference.” Conference Director BG Anthony 
Trifiletti stated, “I am very grateful to Col 
Watt Hill who directed the conference for the 
last 19 years. I am also grateful for the many 
organizations and individuals who donated to 
the foundation so students could attend without 
personal cost.”  

SOUTHWEST YLC (TAMU) | JUL 15-19 
Texas A & M University; College Station, TX
LTC Don B. Munson, USA (Ret) 
don.munson@tx.rr.com | 972-471-3499 

Following the opening of his George Herbert 
Walker Bush Presidential Library, an interviewer 
asked the President “What made you choose 
College Station for your Library”? President Bush 
responded, “You only need to be on this campus 
for a day to feel the Spirit of Aggieland.”

He was right. “Aggieland” is hallowed ground for 
the tens of thousands of graduates of Texas A&M 
University. But for the 89 students who attended 
the TAMU Youth Leadership Conference, it was, 
in the words of the 2012 Top Student, Bishop 
Wash (a senior at Allen High School, Allen, TX), 
“…an experience that will last a lifetime.”

The visit to the Bush Library was just one 
highlight of the week that immersed the students 
in A&M’s many cherished traditions. Literally 
dozens of statues are scattered throughout the 
campus honoring Aggie leaders who have excelled 
in academic, military, business, and government 
careers. The statues honor soldiers from privates 
to generals. The campus landmark, Rudder Tower, 
is named in honor of former Aggie, General 
Earl Rudder, who led his Ranger Battalion in 
the assault on Pointe du Hoc, on D-Day, 6 June 
44. The Tower is precisely 110-feet tall, which is 
exactly the height of the cliffs that Rudder and his 
Rangers scaled that day, under withering enemy 
machine gun fire.

During the week, students engaged in lively 
question-and-answer sessions with guest speakers 

from the FBI, CIA, Mayor’s office, and college 
professors from Texas A&M, University of Texas 
and Central Texas College, plus twelve other 
occupational areas. Senior Counselor, Justin 
Allison (Berkner High School, Richardson, TX), 
who was this YLC’s top student in 2010, said “All 
of the speakers were outstanding; the week flew 
by, much too quickly.”

As interesting as the speakers were, by far the 
more spirited discussions occurred during 
workshops, in which students were challenged 
to deliberate actual cases that had been argued 
before the Supreme Court of the United States. 
The cases focused on the first Ten Amendments to 
the US Constitution, the Bill of Rights. Cases were 
selected that presented controversial positions 
on topics that were instantly recognized by the 
students for their timeliness and applicability in 
their own lives.

Each discussion began with a Youth Counselor 
reading the verbatim text of the pertinent 
Amendment. Students were then given a 
summary of the facts bearing on the case and 
the decision of lower courts. They were then 
challenged to defend whether they felt the 
lower court’s decision was “Constitutional” or 
“Unconstitutional”—and why. Following the 
student presentations, the Youth Counselor 
then announced the Supreme Court’s decision 
and it’s reasoning for reaching this conclusion. 
Justin Wilkerson, our Top Student of 2011, now 
a sophomore in Collin College, TX, summed it 
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up perfectly when he said, “The Constitution 
may have flaws, but it has lasted for 225 years 
because it protects our individual freedoms so 
eloquently.” 

ARIZONA YLC (AZYLC) | JUL 17-21
Arizona State University | Phoenix AZ
www.azylc.org

COL Richard E. Minor, USA (Ret)
danddminor@aol.com | 480-595-8089

During the week we held our Youth Leadership 
Conference (YLC), Arizona Governor Jan 
Brewer declared the week as “Arizona Youth 
Leadership Conference Week.” What a 
momentous beginning for the 22nd annual 
Arizona Youth Leadership Conference! After 
check-in, students from 36 different high schools 
and home schools changed into a conference 
issued team-color T-shirt representing the nine 
YLC teams. Suddenly, the desert landscape 
transformed as 90 students in brightly colored 
shirts set off toward the main university lecture 
hall to begin an intensive week of work (and 
some play) focused on US Constitutional history, 
leadership development and free enterprise. The 
all-volunteer and highly effective conference 
leadership was composed of staff, faculty and 
supporting Companions. 

One of the most popular courses each year, 
Free Enterprise, is taught by AZYLC alumnus, 
Phoenix Companion and Assistant Director Jeff 
Schrade. Each summer, Jeff turns the lecture 
hall into a simulated trading floor. Through a 
flurry of paper (students create origami to trade 
for candy), he sets economic and governments 
limits, eventually trading candy for money with 
restrictions (taxes, duties, etc.). Thus, students 
learn how the overall system works and the value 
of Free Enterprise.

An integral component of the students 
experience occurs on Thursday afternoon 
when MAJ Glenn Goins, USA (Ret), a Phoenix 
Chapter Companion, challenges delegates to 
write a thoughtful essay focusing on a selected 
constitutional issue. The 1st Place recipient was 
Amanda Romani (then home schooled but now 

attending Peoria High School). The 2nd Place 
recipient was Reed Oberlander (Barry Goldwater 
High School) and the 3rd Place recipient was Alex 
Heikkala (Chandler High School).

Finally, the AZYLC incorporates Constitutional 
knowledge into a variety of courses. Specifically, 
delegates are assigned the role of a member of 
the original Constitutional Congress, then they 
work and debate with other delegates of the 
original 13 states to re-enact the convention. In a 
four-hour “Living Freedom Seminar” taught by 
the Senior Team Leader, Andrew Stephens (now 
attending law school), delegates review literature 
on current events and make decisions about the 
constitutionality of particular actions. This year, 
students were challenged to look at competing 
sides of multiple issues. 

Team Leaders also prepare a Constitutional Issues 
Debate. Each team must research and prepare an 
argument for or against ratification of a related 
amendment. These exercises provide students 
with a much-needed introduction to basics on 
founding documents, as well as a reminder of 
the role these documents still play today. The 
five issues were National Health Care, Same Sex 
Marriage, Immigration, Death Penalty and Gun 
Control. In addition to academic work, students 
have fun with an icebreaker, a mixer, an ice cream 
social and a dance. Team Leaders also set up a 
Leadership Reaction Course (LRC) where students 
are reassigned into new teams to participate in a 
variety of challenging and active games. 
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The YLC concludes with the Leadership and 
Recognition Banquet, during which staff, 
family and friends acknowledge student 
accomplishments. For example, this year the 
Outstanding Student Award went to Reed 
Oberlander (Barry Goldwater High School). 
Second place went to Laramie Pajkos (JROTC, 
Coconino High School) and Third Place went to 
Sabrina Sutherland (JROTC, Peoria High School). 
Todd Lundvall (Catalina High School) received the 
Most Improved Student Award. Second place went 
to Bryon Cadenas, (JROTC, from Cesar Chavez 
High School) and Third Place went to Tressa 
Teetsel (Sandra Day O’Connor High School). 
Apart from these awards, this year’s students were 
exceptionally talented and quite inspirational. 
They were, in a word, outstanding. 

YOUTH LEADERSHIP FOUNDATION (FITYLF) | 
JUL 24-28
Florida Institute of Technology | Melbourne FL
www.ylfinc.org

LTC Henry A. Adams, USA (Ret)
hadams1@aol.com | 321-726-6971

This year 60 students from 40 different high 
schools from Central Florida to Miami attended 
our Youth Leadership Conference (YLC). We 
highlighted two new presenters this year. The first 
was State Senator Thad Altman, who spoke on State 
Government and Its Branches. The second was 
State Representative Rich Workman, who spoke 
on Political Ethics. Once again, we were honored 
that Judge David Silverman (18th Judicial Circuit) 
led a mock court trial, thereby giving all students 
an opportunity to participate in our legal system. 
This highly successful YLC was the eighth and 
largest annual conference in Melbourne, bringing 
in 19 rising juniors and 41 rising seniors. Our red 

shirt (student) leaders included four new staffers 
of the seven. This allows previous participants an 
opportunity to continue their leadership training 
by returning as a student leader. 

HUNTSVILLE YLC (HSVYLC) | NOV 7-10
US Space & Rocket Center | Huntsville AL
www.huntsville-moww.org/modules.
Lt Col David L. Dunlap, USAF (Ret)
dunlapdl@aol.com | 256-651-1983

Ninety students—from 21 schools in Alabama and 
14 schools in Arkansas, Mississippi, Tennessee 
and Kentucky —came to the Huntsville YLC. 
Their YLC schedule began with an icebreaker that 
included welcoming remarks and a review of basic 
YLC rules (e.g., courtesy, personal safety, lodging/
sleep, chain of command, and adult mentorship). 
Next, the lead Space Camp counselor addressed 
Space Camp rules. YLC participants then went 
to dinner with their teammates. After dinner, the 
JROTC Color Guard posted the Colors and led all 
in reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance”. Past MOWW 
CINC COL Bri Chabot, USA (Ret), welcomed the 
participants and introduced the current MOWW 
CINC, LTC Gary O. Engen, USA (Ret), for his 
welcoming comments. Students then received a YLC 
overview, individualized mission-area descriptions 
(Leadership, American Heritage & Patriotism, and 
Free Enterprise), and learned how mission areas 
align in the YLC schedule.

After the staff had presented the YLC program 
overviews, National Sojourner Jim Blateno, dressed 
in Revolutionary War-era attire as one of the 
“Heroes of ‘76,” performed “Toast the Flag.” When 
done, MOWW PCINC COL Chabot read “The 
Declaration of Independence and Its Signers.” While 
reading the signers’ fates, students quietly stepped 
up on stage and signed a copy of the Declaration 
of Independence. A silent prayer for the well-being 
of our nation followed before transitioning to the 
evening social.

Then it was pizza, served by YLC Staff wearing 
hats, hand-made moustaches and Halloween 
costumes. Forty pizzas disappeared. To change 
pace and focus, Deputy YLC Director Walters, who 
previously participated in a Mars project, showed 
a video, “Path to Mars.” She then talked about her 
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experience, the video, and 
her passion for America 
to continue the quest. 

After project time, 
quest “Election 2012” 
began with each team 
building a campaign for 
its candidate: leadership 
envisioned as Mr. Plum 
for the blue-shirted 
teams, American heritage for Mr. Orange and 
the yellow and orange-shirted teams, and free 
enterprise for Ms. Apple and the red and green-
shirted teams. The formal campaign was limited to 
15-minutes of on-stage time per team on election 
night (day three). The election was set up for popular 
vote and the Electoral College vote with only adult 
MOWW reps voting influenced by how well the 
teams addressed mission objectives.

Days two and three both started with a 20-minute 
wellness activity under the Space Shuttle. Mrs. 
Gerry Coffey, a 70-year young vegetarian, spoke 
about healthy diets and led students in exercise. 
On those days’ afternoons, the YLC participants 
experienced US Space Camp’s “Introduction to 
Flight” program and received hands-on training. 
Each received an orientation to flight, flew 
simulators (F-16s and F-18s), experienced G-forces 
in a centrifuge, worked as teams in the Leadership 
Reaction Course and in survival activities. Students 
also walked the grounds of the US Space and Rocket 
Center, were shot into space with “Space Shot,” 
toured the museum and did the Mars-colored rock-
climb.

Division Leaders led the YLC the mornings of 
days two through four, posting the Colors, reciting 
“The Pledge of Allegiance,” gave prayer, and then 
presented more information as a Q&A on objectives, 
short skit or presentation and/or video clip about 
their assigned mission area. 

On day two, CW5 (Dr.) Harry Hobbs, USA (Ret), 
and MOWW Companion, presented the Ethics 
and Leadership Principles workshop. He presented 
principle-based scenarios during which YLC 
students developed and presented the team’s 
solution or position to the issue presented. Ms. 
Lisa Williams, CEO/owner of “Soldier One” and 
a naturalized American citizen from Vietnam 

presented The American Dream. Mr. Joe Wiegand 
came attired as our 26th President and presented 
the spectacular “The Teddy Roosevelt Show.” Later, 
during a Pre-Trial Instruction, an incumbent 
judge charged the jury for the mock trial. A two-
hour Q&A panel session on careers, business, and 
leadership followed, with business owners, industry 
and government professionals as panelists. 

On day three, students met Mr. Joe Martin, owner 
and trainer of Physical Activity Boot Camp, who 
introduced the students to “anytime, anywhere 
exercises,” and the reason why to do them. Next was 
the “Power Grab,” a game using the US Constitution 
to highlight the separation and the balance of 
power among the branches of government. The 
YLC staff conducted it and Mrs. Michelle Smith, a 
US Constitution instructor for Excalibur Christian 
Academy and the YLC Director, adjudicated it. 
Later, Coach Buddy Stein, a lifelong coach and 
WWII vet, presented “It’s Up to You —the Ball’s 
in Your Court.” Charles Wiley followed with 
“Accuracy of Reporting in the Media,” touching 
on how the news media can flavor the news. 
Finally, the Honorable Harold See, former Chief 
Justice of the Alabama Supreme Court, presented 
his well-received topic “Life, Liberty & Pursuit of 
Happiness.”

Day four highlighted the Free Enterprise session 
and other activities. During the mock trial, Judge 
Lynn Sherrod presided over a 3rd-party mock 
lawsuit resulting from injuries sustained from 
an alcohol-related car accident. Members of two 
teams served as the prosecution, defense, bailiff 
and recorder. Other students served as jurors. 
Day 4, packing day, 12 volunteers, including 3 
YLC staff, a Space Camp counselor, and the YLC 
Director did a 3-mile fun run. Mike Ball, an FBI 
agent assigned to NASA, presented The Internet in 
Our Free Society, and discussed using the internet, 
private issues, and consequences to choices made 
when using the internet. COL Reitzell presented 
American Leadership in Conflict and Past CINC 
COL Chabot presented Applying Leadership. COL 
Chabot presented the commencement awards to top 
students: Most Outstanding Student was Kendall 
Burr, (Centennial High School); Outstanding Female 
was Heather Toler, (Bob Jones High School), and 
Outstanding Male was James Lockhart, (Hickman 
County High School). 
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MOWW® ║ YLC Student Application—2013

Youth Leadership ConferenCe name & LoCation (SEE PAGE 31, THIS ISSUE)                                                                                                                         

ConferenCe dates (SEE PAGE 31)                                                                                           ConferenCe Code (SEE PAGE 31)                                                          

A. Student Application (PLEASE PRINT)

• Name:                                                                                                                                                                                               
 FIRST  MI  LAST 

• Age:                         Sex:    M       F    (CIRCLE ONE)                 Grade as of School Year: 2012-2013:      10        11       (CIRCLE ONE)

• Address:                                                                                                                                                                                           
 STREET/PO BOX  CITY STATE  ZIP

• Phone:                                        E-Mail:                                                                                                                                         

• Leadership positions you have held or now hold: 
                                                                                                                                                                                                            

• Co-curricular/extra-curricular activities (E.G., SPORTS, CLUBS, CHEER, TAS, NHS)

                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                                                            

• Short Term Goals:                                                                                                                                                                           

• Long Term Goals:                                                                                                                                                                           

• Where do you expect to be in 10 years:                                                                                                                                       

• Signature:                                                                                                                         Date:                                                     

B. Approval of Parent/Guardian (PLEASE PRINT)

• Signature:                                                                                                                         Date:                                                     

• Name:                                                                                                                                                                                               
 FIRST  MI  LAST 

• Address:                                                                                                                                                                                           
 STREET/PO BOX  CITY STATE  ZIP

C. Approval of High School Counselor/Instructor (PLEASE PRINT)

• Signature:                                                                                                                         Date:                                                     

• Counselor’s/Instructor’s Name & Title:                                                                                                                                          

• Name of High School:                                                                                                                                                                      

• Phone:                                        E-Mail:                                                                                                                                         

D. Approval of Sponsoring MOWW Chapter (PLEASE PRINT)

• Signature:                                                                                                                         Date:                                                     

• Approving Official’s Name & Title:                                                                                                                                                   

• Address:                                                                                                                                                                                           
 STREET/PO BOX  CITY STATE  ZIP

• Phone:                                        E-Mail:                                                                                                                                         
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MOWW® ║ YLC Schedule—2013

DATES CODE NAME & LOCATION DIRECTOR EMAIL PHONE

Feb 1-3 NEYLC New England YLC LTC Michael J. Jarvis, USA (Ret) mjj1943@myfairpoint.net 802-479-1271 
	 	 Norwich	University;	Northfield	VT	 	 www.norwich.edu/admissions/summerprogram/lcw
Feb 22-23 AUGYLC Augusta YLC LTC Gary O. Engen, USA (Ret) augustamoww@comcast.net 706-733-7682 
  Westminster School; Augusta GA
Mar 1-3 NEYLC New England YLC LTC Michael J. Jarvis, USA (Ret) mjj1943@myfairpoint.net 802-479-1271 
	 	 Norwich	University;	Northfield	VT
Mar 29-31 NEYLC New England YLC LTC Michael J. Jarvis, USA (Ret) mjj1943@myfairpoint.net 802-479-1271 
  Norwich University; Northfield VT 
Apr 16 KY YLC Kentucky YLC COL Lawrence E. Gravely, USA (Ret) legvictory@aol.com 502-468-2024 
  Louisville KY
Apr 18-21 FFYLC Spirit of America YLC MAJ William R. Magill, USA (Ret) wmagill@comcast.net 610-6928074 
  Freedom Foundation; Valley Forge PA www.ffvf.org  
Apr	25-28	 AIFCV	 American	Indep	Found	YLC	 Maj	Earl	Johnson,	USAF	(Ret)	 ejohnson@aifcv.org 757-560-0963 
	 	 Williamsburg	VA	 	 www.aifcv.org 
May 4 NJYLC New Jersey YLC MAJ William R. Magill, USA (Ret) wrmagill@comcast.net 610-693-8074 
  Lenape High School; Medford NJ 
May TBD PHYLC Philadelphia YLC MAJ William R. Magill, USA (Ret) wrmagill@comcast.net 610-693-8074 
  TBD
May 15-18 TALYLC Tallahassee YLC Lt Col John E. Cahoon, Jr., USAF (Ret) emeraldcst@cox.net 850-862-5078 
  Tallahassee FL  www.ylfinc.org 
May 17-18 KY1 KY Bluegrass Challenge Acad CAPT William W. Dibble, Jr., USN (Ret) w.dibble@insightbb.com 502-239-1895 
  Fort Knox KY
Jun 3-6 OCU Southwest YLC (OCU) Lt Col David Wilson, USAF (Ret) david@choicefinancial.com 405-843-5540 
  Oklahoma Christian University OK
Jun TBD MIDAM Mid-America YLC Mr. Mike D. Adreon, HPM midamericaylc@yahoo.com 636-861-1204 
  St. Louis University MO
Jun 9-13 LEX Southwest YLC (LEX) CAPT Deborah Dombeck, USCG (Ret) debdombeck@gmail.com  830-896-8715 
  Aboard USS Lexington; Corpus Christi TX  www.txpef.org 
Jun 10-14 TOYLC Thousand Oaks YLC Lt Col Thomas A. Zuppardi, USAF (Ret) eaglecorps@netzero.net 805-495-6962 
  California Lutheran University CA
Jun 16-20 CTC Southwest YLC (CTC) LTC Michael T. Johnson, USA (Ret) mthurstonj@earthlink.net 254-681-0932 
  Central Texas College; Killeen TX  www.txpef.org
Jun 23-27 NWYLC Northwest YLC Col David B. Gibson, USAF (Ret) dave_digib@comcast.net 360-412-5146 
	 	 Pacific	Lutheran	University;	Tacoma	WA	 	 www.northwestylc.com 
Jun 23-27 StMYLC Southwest YLC (StMYLC) LTC William J. Dovali, USA (Ret) dovali@sbcglobal.net 210-637-7526 
  St Mary’s University; San Antonio, TX  www.txpef.org
Jun 23-27 SDYLC San Diego YLC LtCol Michael W. Murphy, USMC (Ret) michael.murphy2@mantech.com 760-723-2169 
  San Diego State University; San Diego CA  www.sandiegoylc.org 
Jun 25-28 PPYLC  Patriots Point YLC CAPT Frederick T. Massey, USN (Ret) frederick7815@att.net 843-696-4994 
  Aboard USS Yorktown; Charleston SC
Jun 26-29 NCAYLC National Capital Area YLC COL James R. McKnight, USA (Ret) s_jmck@verizon.net 410-969-2395 
  St. Johns College; Annapolis, MD  www.orgsites.com/md/ncaylc 
Jul 7-11 TWU Southwest YLC LTC Arthur B. Fowler, USA (Ret) af3@verizon.net 972-313-7775 
  Texas Wesleyan University; Fort Worth TX  www.txpef.org
Jul	7-12	 RMYLC	 Rocky	Mountain	YLC	 BG	Anthony	C.	Trifiletti,	USA	(Ret)	 actrif@g.com 719-481-0776 
  Colorado State University; Pueblo CO
Jul 14-18 TAMU Southwest YLC (TAMU) LTC Don B. Munson, USA (Ret) don.munson@tx.rr.com 972-471-3499 
  Texas A & M University; College Station TX  www.txpef.org 
Jul 16-20 AZYLC Arizona YLC COL Richard E. Minor, USA (Ret) danddminor@aol.com 480-595-8089 
  Arizona State University; Phoenix AZ  www.azylc.org
Jul 24-27 FITYLF Youth Leadership Foundation LTC Henry A. Adams, USA (Ret) hadams1@aol.com 321-726-6971 
  Florida Institute of Technology; Melbourne FL www.ylfinc.org 
Oct 17 KY YLC2 Kentucky YLC COL Lawrence E. Gravely, USA (Ret) legvictory@aol.com 502-468-2024 
  Louisville KY
Oct 30-Nov 2 HSVYLC  Huntsville YLC Lt Col David L. Dunlap, USAF (Ret) dunlapdl@aol.com 256-651-1983 
  US Space & Rocket Center; Huntsville AL  www.huntsville-moww.org/modules.php? 
Nov 22-23 KY2 KY Bluegrass Challenge Acad CAPT William W. Dibble, Jr., USN (Ret) w.dibble@insightbb.com 502-239-1895  
  Fort Knox KY  
Dec TBD NEYLC New England YLC LTC Michael J. Jarvis, USA (Ret) mjj1943@myfairpoint.net 802-479-1271 
  Norwich University; Northfield VT   
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The Military Order of the World Wars is a 
non-profit	Veterans	Service	Organization	
(VSO) composed of US Federally-recognized 
commissioned	officers	and	warrant	officers	
who are citizens of the United States of good 
moral character and repute who are serving 
or have served honorably in the Active, 
Reserve, or National Guard of the United 
States Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps 
or Coast Guard, the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Corps and/
or the United States Public Health Service 
(USPHS) Corps. Membership eligibility is 
also extended to descendants and spouses 
of	these	officers,	and	US	Service	Academy	
cadets. Eligible individuals may join one of the 
Order’s chapters located throughout the United 
States or National Headquarters Chapter.

We welcome articles, photographs 
and letters to the editor for possible 
publication in the Officer Review .® 
Materials submitted may be edited 
for length, space, style and clarity. 
Please e-mail submissions to the 
Editor-in-Chief, Officer Review®: 
mowwcs@comcast.net

When submitting materials please 
include your rank, name, service, 
mailing address, daytime telephone 
number, e-mail address and your 
chapter	affiliation.	 
No responsibility is assumed for 
materials submitted for publication.

Articles appearing in Officer Review 
do	not	necessarily	reflect	the	
opinion	of	MOWW	officers,	editors	
or publishers. The editor or publisher 
reserves the right to decline or 
discontinue any advertisement.

“IT IS NOBLER TO SERVE THAN TO BE SERVED”

®


