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Dear Students, Parents and Educators, 

We are very proud to sponsor nearly 25 multi-day Youth Leadership Conferences (YLCs) 
and numerous single-day YLCs across the country each year. All of these conferences are 
approved for listing by the National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) 
on their National Advisory List of Contests and Activities. We believe the ideals upon 
which our Order was founded are important and we want to share them with our youth 
so they can become the best leaders they possibly can be as a result of their experiences 
during YLCs. 

Within the YLC curriculum, students from a variety of backgrounds learn about the 
elements of leadership needed in our society, concepts of the free enterprise system and 
the basic foundation upon which this nation was built. They also look at the Declaration 
of Independence and the Constitution of the United States in new ways and develop 
an awareness of the rights, freedoms and responsibilities of being a U.S. citizen. Why? 
Because these young people will be the future leaders of our country. Many students have 
demonstrated leadership skills and a large percentage of them are enrolled in JROTC 
programs. Others were selected to attend the YLC because they show leadership potential. 

Each YLC has a number of highly-qualified presenters as well as skilled team leaders and 
concerned counselors—all there for the students. Attending a YLC is a significant event for 
students. In many instances, students from the previous year give presentations on how 
the YLC made an impact on them and their lives, and some return to serve as YLC staff. 

R-E-S-P-E-C-T. That’s one of the biggest things students take away from this youth 
leadership conference—respect for each other, respect for our country and our national 
flag, and respect for good order and discipline in our free society—even as we daily face 
complex issues in our nation. 

Leadership is a lifelong learning process. The challenge put forth to YLC students is 
to return to their schools and local communities, and use their new found leadership 
knowledge, skills and abilities on a daily basis. 

We thank the many MOWW Companions who make our YLCs possible. With you, they 
are building the foundation of our nation’s future. 

 

. 

RUTH L. HAMILTON, LTC, USA (Ret) 
Commander-in-Chief 
The Military Order of the World Wars

America's Youth,  
America's Future
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PURPOSE & ACCREDITATION
MOWW sponsors ~25 multi‑day 
YLCs in 17 states, and single-day 
YLCs. Some YLCs are conducted 
under Resolutions of Cooperation 
with the National Sojourners 
(multi-day) and the Joe Foss 
Institute (single-day). MOWW 
also encourages Hugh O’Brian 
Youth Leadership (HOBY) 
seminar attendance. The National 
association of Secondary School 

Principals (NASSP) lists MOWW’s YLCs on the National 
Advisory List of Contests and Activities. 

OBJECTIVES
YLC attendees receive patriotic education, including 
elements of leadership needed to maintain a free 
society, concepts of a free enterprise system, and the 
founding principles upon which the US was built. 
Attendees develop an appreciation for the Constitution, 
Bill of Rights, etc., and an awareness of the civic 
responsibilities associated with preserving rights and 
freedoms. Students also develop leadership and public 
speaking skills that help them be better citizens and 
future leaders.

PROGRAM
The general curriculum goal is 50% of class time is 
devoted to leadership, 30% to US history and US 
Government, and 20% to the Free Enterprise System 
and the US economy. Students interact with instructors 
and peers in small group discussions, debates, skits, 
etc., Most YLCs conduct a mock trial using an actual 
US court case. Students also make oral and written 
presentations.

RECOGNITION
Students write a short essay during the 
communications class or during the 
application process, and may receive an 
award for the written submissions. 

Youth Leadership Conferences
YLCs are free educational conferences giving US high school students the chance to develop leadership skills via 
patriotic education. Students attending public, charter and private high schools, or who are home-schooled, usually 
participate as juniors or seniors. MOWW interviews, selects and pays for YLC attendance.

YLCs
•  Best Essay: Judges evaluate all essays, select the 

top ten, and then pick the top three in the category 
“Best Essay.” There is normally a $100 award for the 
Best Essay, a $75 award for each 1st Runner-Up and 
a $25 award for each 2nd Runner-Up, presented at 
the YLC Awards Banquet.

•  Outstanding Student Award: Recipients normally 
receive a Bronze Patrick Henry Award and cash.

•  MOWW Phoenician Award: MOWW National 
presents the Phoenician Award recipient a cash 
award of $2,000 to the Outstanding Student from 
a multi-day YLC that writes the best essay on a 
specific national issue. Second and Third place 
recipients are awarded $1,000 and $500 respectively.

SUPERVISION
Instructors lead YLC classes and Team Leaders/
Counselors supervise students (typically 10-12). 
Directors/Assistant Directors (at least one adult 
male and one adult female) supervise Team Leaders/
Counselors. During multi-day YLCs, students live in 
dorms with team members of their gender. Adults 
supervise students of their gender. Social activities are 
chaperoned.  
 

More information is available at: http://www.moww.
org/programs/patriotic-education-program/

MOWW YLC FACT SHEET
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NEW ENGLAND YLC NEYLC
JDEC 5-7, 2014, JAN 30- FEB 1, MAR 27-29, 2015
NORWICH UNIVERSITY, NORTHFIELD, VT
www.nulcw@norwich.edu

LTC MICHAEL J. JARVIS, USA (RET) 
mjj1943@myfairpoint.net | 802-479-1271

The New England Youth Leadership Conference 
(NEYLC) at Norwich University was conducted in three 
separate sessions over the course of the academic year. 
The students formed into teams upon arrival and met 
their ROTC cadet mentor. They quickly learned to work 
together so by the end of the weekend, they had become 
a cohesive group successfully scaling the climbing 
wall, surviving in the pool, negotiating the Leadership 
Reaction Course, conducting classroom exercises, and 
organizing an entertaining skit performed at graduation. 
The seventy students who attend the December, 
January and March YLC sessions were a diverse group 
representing twelve states and thirty-five high schools. 
This diversity enhanced the experience and broadened 
their viewpoint on issues.

Each student wrote a “Bill of Rights and My 
Responsibilities” essay prior to attending the YLC. These 
essays lead students to think about their freedoms 
and responsibilities. As one student wrote, “serve your 
nation ... and most importantly, respect and tolerate 
other citizens.” Another observed, “All in all, if you want 
to enjoy the rights that come with being a United States 

citizen you must pay the price, that of getting involved 
in keeping our nation strong.”

Each YLC is opened with the presentation of the Colors 
and the Pledge of Allegiance. LTC Mike Jarvis, a retired 
Army intelligence officer and historian, set the stage 
for the weekend events and challenged the students 
to examine their perceptions of what it means to be a 
good citizen. He examined the history and structure of 
our government in the context of current domestic and 
world events, and the threats to our freedoms. After a 
Ben & Jerry’s ice cream treat it was lights out. 

Reveille came at 0600 on Saturday. After intense 
training sessions in the gym and pool, BG Tom 
O’Donovan, USA (Ret), and former Deputy Vermont 
Adjutant General, opened the afternoon sessions 
with a discussion of the Free Enterprise System and 
Personal Financial Planning. The lecture ran the gamut 
of our economic system, saving and investing, avoiding 
debt and acquiring wealth. He was assisted by COL 
Larry Willwerth, a retired USAR officer and successful 
entrepreneur who discussed the many challenges and 
rewards in the private sector. 

A student exercise, “You Be the Judge,” followed. Each 
team reviewed a US Supreme Court case, reached a 
verdict, and then compared their verdict against the 
actual Court decision. 

YOUTH LEADERSHIP IN ACTION
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Following a visit to the GEN Gordon Sullivan Museum, 
which highlights the many military and entrepreneurial 
accomplishments of Norwich alumni, LTC Skip Davison, 
an Admissions Director and a retired USA MSG, led 
the discussion of leadership principles and effective 
communication skills. He regaled them with many real 
life military experiences that illustrated the application 
of leadership traits.

After dinner, three short modules were presented on 
cyber security, honor and ethics, and the citizen soldier 
concept. With a short review of the material presented 
in the two days, a citizenship test was administered 
followed by a pizza party and a lively cadet-led 
discussion concerning their path from high school to 
Norwich and life at a military college. 

On Sunday, following brunch with their families, an 
informal graduation ceremony was held. We recognized 
the students who wrote the best essay, received the 
highest score on the US Citizenship Test and were 
selected as the Outstanding Student. The three 
Outstanding Students were: Noah J. Beatty (South 
Burlington, VT), Taylor A. Harris (Newport, ME), and 
Nicholas P. Ridder (Pembroke, MA).

Students departed having experienced a high 
tempo weekend full of fun and challenge. A current 
midshipman at the US Naval Academy sent a letter 
stating that attending the NEYLC at Norwich “... did not 
just make an impact on me, it has inspired me.” 

AUGUSTA YLC AUGYLC
FEB 27-28 | TRINITY ON THE HILL, AUGUSTA, GA
PCINC LTC GARY O. ENGEN, USA (RET)
augustamoww@comcast.net | 706-733-7682 

The Augusta Chapter YLC is a two day event conducted 
after school hours on a Friday and the majority of 
the following Saturday. This year was Augusta’s 21st 
annual conference. It commenced with a pizza dinner, 
an explanation of MOWW by Past CINC LTC David 
Titus, and an opening challenge and a leadership session 

presented by the Honorable Bobby Christine (LTC, JAG, 
GAANG), Judge Columbia County Magistrate Court. 
Following the Q&A session, the students departed as 5-6 
person-sized groups to the breakout classrooms (9 each) 
for the first session, Morals and Ethics. This first topic 
is always a good icebreaker as each student becomes 
aware they have already established in their lives a code 
of ethics and usually are willing to open up in the small 
group. The groups reformed for final closing comments 
before adjourning for the evening. 

Students returned Saturday morning to a donuts, juice 
and snacks breakfast, followed by an “ice-breaker” hands-
on session where the student groups were to identify 
tasks requiring group cooperation and teamwork. An 
opening challenge was then given by Mr. Bob Young, 
former mayor of Augusta, with a group competition 
where he would ask one of our YLC staff a trivia question 
about one of our past presidents and then see if the 
students were “smarter than an MOWW member.” This 
was followed by a thought provoking presentation on 
leadership and encouragement by Mr. Michael Ryan, 
Editorial Manager of the Augusta Chronicle newspaper. 
Next, the students rotated through three separate small 
group sessions on the subjects of “Free Enterprise,” 
“American Government” and “Leadership-Role of USA 
in World Affairs.” Between the 2nd and 3rd rotation, 
a chicken finger lunch was provided. During lunch 
the groups were given extra time to prepare their 
presentation on one of the four topic areas which they 
presented at the end of the day. 

The Outstanding Student, Anna Bodolosky of Evans 
High School, said,

Thank you for allowing me to attend the 2015 YLC. 
Attending this conference was one of the best 
decisions I have ever made. It is incredible to think 
about how much I learned in two days. I think 
the part that affected me the most was by far the 
discussion on United States’ role in society today. I 
learned what it takes to be a leader. I will certainly 
apply what I have learned in the conference to my 
current leadership position in school. 

YOUTH LEADERSHIP IN ACTION
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Talley. The YLC students departed, nourished with food 
and knowledge. 

SPIRIT OF AMERICA YLC FFYLC
APR 10–13 | FREEDOM FOUNDATION, VALLEY FORGE, PA 
www.ffvf.org

MAJ WILLIAM R. MAGILL, USA (RET)
wmagill@comcast.net | 610-692-8074

The Philadelphia Chapter’s three day “Spirit of America 
Youth Leadership Conference” hosted seventy-two 
students from eight states. The YLC’s goals were to 
communicate the principles upon which our nation was 
founded, and balancing the rights and responsibilities of 
its citizens.

The program included lectures, historical tours, and 
experiential workshops, all designed to develop 
leadership skills and deepen an understanding of 
the rights and responsibilities of our citizenship. 
The presentations included visits by re-enactors of 
John Adams and Thomas Jefferson debating many 
points regarding the founding of our nation and the 
importance of sound leadership.

Dr. Graham Lee, Professor at St. Joseph’s University, and 
Dr. Bruce Murphy of Lafayette College, led the Freedom 
Summit, and a workshop on our Bill of Rights and 
current issues. Students learned about the Constitution, 
its framers’ intent and current Constitutional issues. 

PHILADELPHIA YLC PHYLC 
APR | BARTRAM HIGH SCHOOL
MAJ WILLIAM R. MAGILL, USA (RET)
wrmagill@comcast.net | 610-693-8074

MOWW's Philadelphia Chapter presented its YLC at 
Philadelphia School District’s Bartram High School. 
MOWW Chapter Vice Commander and Philadelphia 
School District JROTC Instructor, CWO4 Wayne 
Henderson, opened the YLC. MSGT Maurice Talley 
(senior AFJROTC instructor at Bartram High School) 
gave the Invocation. The Bartram High School AFJROTC 
Color Guard presented the Colors and the Pledge of 
Allegiance. MAJ William Magill (Chapter Chair, Patriotic 
Education Committee) welcomed the students and 
outlined the program.

CWO4 Henderson (a US Army helicopter pilot in 
Vietnam) presented the first topic, i.e., “American 
Heritage.” He showed the “Dustoff Legacy” DVD, which 
told the story of Army helicopter medevacs from World 
War II to today’s Afghanistan. He skillfully filled in many 
details of the use of helicopter in the combat zone and 
answered the students’ many questions.

Next, MAJ Magill introduced the “Free Enterprise 
System” by including student participation in first 
defining “Enterprise,” and then pointing out the 
nature of limited regulation by government in our Free 
Enterprise System. He closed by explaining the problem 
solving exercise each school unit would address during 
a working lunch. He posed the following question, 
“How do you go about promoting a new product?” 
The objective was to prepare an advertising campaign, 
including a three-minute TV commercial. The teams 
drew lots to select their products: A Better Mouse Trap, 
Home Entertainment System, Cell Phone, TV Camera, 
and Exercise Device.

COL John Church (USMCR), Assistant Professor of 
English at Immaculata University, led students in 
discussing the nature of team building, motivation and 
leadership. The students joined in and a lively discussion 
on these important concepts ensued.

Following their working lunch, students presented their 
product advertising campaign and three-minute TV 
commercial. All units developed a fun-filled campaign. 
Bartram High School gave the winning presentation and 
received a $100 prize. 

The Colors were retired, Benediction said and the 
meeting adjourned with comments by MSGT Maurice 
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Workshop using the Meyers-Briggs Inventory, and 
a including visit to the Freedoms Foundation Medal 
of Honor Grove and Museum. Saturday afternoon 
featured a toured of Valley Forge National Park.

The evening’s Formal Dinner and recognition of 
Outstanding Students, included selection of the 
Phoenician Award Nominee, Bertilio Correa of 
Pleasantville, NJ. Dan LaClerc’s presentation on 
“Leading Significant Lives” followed dinner. The evening 
ended with a Declaration of Independence signer 
ceremony with a re-enactor portraying James Wilson, 
who was one of its signers. The Conference closed with a 
Sunday morning visit to Colonial Philadelphia. 

AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE  
FOUNDATION YLC AIFCV
APR 23-26 | WILLIAMSBURG, VA 
www.aifcv.org

MAJ EARL JOHNSON, USAF (RET)
ejohnson@aifcv.org | 757-560-0963

MOWW's Hampton Roads and Virginia Beach Chapters’ 
Youth Leadership Conference (YLC), the American 
Independence Foundation of Colonial Virginia (AIFCV), 
successfully concluded another conference with 45 
highly motivated and talented future leaders. This 
outstanding event could not have been accomplished 
without the dedicated support of local MOWW 
chapters, Exchange clubs, National Sojourners, VFW, 
DAV and parents. Conference speakers included US 
Representative Rob Wittman, State Senator John 
Miller, local business professionals and community 
leaders whose insights proved invaluable in educating 
our students. 

After registration, the flag was ceremoniously lowered 
by a student color guard formation that volunteered for 
the task. The ceremony was marked with a moment of 
silence to remember those who served under this flag. 
Senator John Miller then opened the conference with a 
motivational talk. This talk helped students understand 
they are the future leaders of this great country and by 
attending this YLC, are preparing for future leadership 
roles. With hard work and dedication, their future is 
wide open. 

Lt Col Jim Rice discussed the characteristics of 
leadership. Under the theme “Winning Colors,” he 
explained how leaders can have different characteristics, 
i.e., some are planners, thinkers, or more aggressive in 
taking action. Additionally, leaders may slip into the role 

YOUTH LEADERSHIP IN ACTION

The students then participated in a mock session of 
Congress dealing with the application of the Bill of 
Rights as it relates to the Patriot Act of 2001. This 
activity created great involvement, interest and debate 
on the part of all students.

Chris Rothey, CEO of Radiate Media Inc., presented 
the Free Enterprise Challenge. He discussed its vision, 
mission and goal setting that are characteristics 
of successful companies. Next, students formed 
companies, and developed products and marketing 
plans, and created a three-minute product commercial. 
Instructors judged students on their product 
presentation and commercials.

Students were also involved in modules on team 
building and decision making in their selected 
committees. Student committees planned and 
conducted a very impressive Flag Ceremony & Vesper 
Service. Saturday morning included a Leadership 
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The first presenter, Mrs. Rita Maristch, an Attorney 
with the Philadelphia Office of the US Department of 
Defense, gave a detailed presentation titled: “History of 
Women’s Challenges in the Work Force.” She detailed 
the many roadblocks that had prevented women from 
breaking the “Glass Ceiling” to top positions in public 
offices and private business. 

The next presenter was Ms. Valencia Sherrer, 
Supervising US Probation Officer, New Jersey US 
District Court. Ms. Sherrer’s presentation addressed 
dealing with work ethics and critical thinking in 
decision-making. Her major points for building a 
successful future included learning how to handle 
money, goal setting, action planning, and evaluation and 
change when needed.

The closing presenter was CAPT Louis Cavaliere, USN 
(Ret), and current Chairman, The Chapel of Four 
Chaplains. CAPT Cavaliere gave a presentation about 
the 1943 World War II sinking of the SS Dorchester 
troop ship to highlight leadership characteristics. These 
included taking care of your people, recognizing work 
done well, and providing clear directions and standards. 
CAPT Cavaliere explained that leadership is the process 
of assisting others in achieving clearly defined goals. 
He emphasized that leaders make things happen while 
including all members in a team effort.

MAJ Magill, Philadelphia Chapter Adjutant and 
Patriotic Education Chair, introduced the final 
problem-solving exercise. Each student developed an 
outline for a 50-minute lesson on the introduction to 
leadership for 9th grade JROTC Cadets. The objective 

of follower provided someone else has the skills required 
to lead in certain situations. Putting on his financial hat, 
Col Rice led the students in a financial planning session, 
commingling Winning Colors concepts with money 
management. Students were challenged to demonstrate 
how a person’s character could assist or be detrimental 
in the management of money. They were amazed at how 
their dominant character affected the discussions. 

Later, Colonel Bill Townsley focused his efforts in team 
game challenges that required students to work together 
to successfully complete various tasks. One challenge was 
Five Square. This task required students to complete five 
individual squares from given plastic pieces. Each were 
given four pieces of a square and without talking, they had 
to quickly learn to work together to completely develop 
the five individual squares by assisting each other. 

The other speakers for the conference included Ms. 
Sheetal Patel, a Subway restaurant owner. She focused 
on what small business owners consider in their 
business, and also hiring and interviewing tips. Julian 
Johnson, a banker, spoke on best saving tactics and 
effects of a poor credit rating. John Toth, an intelligence 
contractor, spoke on the harsh realities of Homeland 
and Cyberspace Security. He admonished the students 
to be careful of what they put online. 

Dr. Terry Morris, NASA Electrical and Systems Engineer, 
wove a tail of how his difficult childhood did not deter 
him from becoming a successful engineer, and working 
projects on the Moon and Mars. “With hard work, you 
can realize your dream.” Congressman Rob Wittman, 
left the students with this thought “Leaders take people 
where they may not want to go.” You have to able to 
motivate people by listening to them, gaining their trust, 
and making hard decisions that benefit the group. 

NEW JERSEY YLC NJYLC 
APRIL 25 | LENAPE HIGH SCHOOL, MEDFORD, NJ
MAJ WILLIAM R. MAGILL, USA (RET)
wmagill@comcast.net | 610-692-8074

The 2015 Southern New Jersey Youth Leadership 
Conference was held on 25 April 2015, at Lenape High 
School, Medford, NJ. Twenty-one JROTC Cadets and 
their instructors from four high schools attended. 
Lenape High School Cadet/LTC Nicole Keough opened 
the conference by welcoming the cadets and their 
instructors. The Lenape JROTC Color Guard presented 
the colors and the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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presented several real-life situations in which she asked 
our students, “What Would You Do?” MSgt Patterson’s 
presentation was highly effective in eliciting student 
participation. We are also grateful to have her as a new 
member of our staff.

Fifty-one students from 17 different Florida high 
schools attended this conference, which was sponsored 
by four MOWW chapters from Region VI. 

SOUTHWEST YLC OCU
JUN 1-5 | OKLAHOMA CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY, OK 
www.txpef.org

LT COL DAVID WILSON, USAF (RET)
david@choicefinancial.com | 405-843-5540 

Mr. Michael Mitchell, Director of Admissions, 
welcomed the 59 attendees to the conference, and 
introduced them to the University and its potential 
for future students. The National Sojourners educated 
the attendees on the construction of the US flag from 
its pre-revolutionary war beginnings to today’s 50 
Star-Spangled Banner, known as “Old Glory.” This 
presentation always evokes a tremendous response 
from our attendees.

Mr. Jefferson Bennett, OCU Assistant Track Coach 
and 1972 Olympic Decathlon athlete, addressed the 
“Challenges to Achieve.” He started his athletic career at 
OCU as a track athlete, but was always trying something 
new. His coach suggested he try his hand at the 
decathlon, and he participated in Olympic trials in 1968 
finishing fifth. He said you must make a commitment 
when you set a goal. However, you still need to have 
balance in your life: set goals, be committed, and 
develop and adhere to a process.

Dr. James Caster, University Professor of History and 
Political Science, and a 50-year career as an attorney, 
reviewed our nation’s history and each person’s duty 
as a citizen. He explained the nine traditions of our 
government, e.g., social compact, civilian authority over 
the military, and separation of church and state.

After dinner, LTC Oren Lee Peters (a 95-year-old WWII 
veteran) and COL Kelly Zachgo, USA (Ret), led an 
exercise in developing a product/service, financing the 
business and taking it to market. Each team developed 
a product/service, and LTC Peters and Col Zachgo 

was to prepare and present a 7–10 minute overview of 
their lesson. Resources for their presentations included: 
their past knowledge and experience; ideas from today’s 
presenters; internet access, and copies of the Leadership 
and Character Development booklet. During a working 
lunch, each unit organized their teams, recorded their 
ideas, and developed a PowerPoint presentation to assist 
their appointed presenters. The panel of three MOWW 
Companions judged the presentations on organization 
and development, delivery, visual aids and overall 
quality. All presentations were very well done. The 
hosting school, Lenape High School, received the $100 
prize.

The Colors were retired, the meeting adjourned, and the 
cadets departed, having been duly nourished with food 
and knowledge. 

TALLAHASSEE YLC TALYLC
MAY 20-23 | SOUTHGATE CAMPUS CENTRE, TALLAHASSEE, FL 
www.ylfinc.org 

LT COL JOHN E. CAHOON, JR., USAF (RET)
emeraldcst@cox.net | 850-862-5078

From 20-23 May 2015, at the Southgate Campus 
Centre in Tallahassee, Florida, the Youth Leadership 
Foundation, Inc., conducted its 39th YLC. 

In 2015, two new speakers joined our staff. Okaloosa 
County Judge BG T. Patterson Maney, USAR (Ret), who 
challenged our students to “Be Yourself.” Judge Maney 
is a Companion of the Order and a welcome addition 
to our staff. MSgt Vicki Patterson, USAFR (Ret), 
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ball and volleyball. 

We started Wednesday morning with a workshop led 
by students on leadership’s importance, followed by 
LTC Wilson's workshop on leadership,  emphasizing 
that leadership is a combination of traits, not just 
“one” best trait. 

We next entered the “legal” phase of our conference. 
Spencer Chaffin, an attorney in OKC, discussed how 
the Bill of Rights came about and their purpose. 
Marilyn Vann, Board member for the Cherokee 
Freedman Association, explained the legal system of 
the US, and the judicial system in OK. She explained 
how tribal law compares to federal law as the Native 
American tribes have certain rights as sovereign 
nations. Then, Judge Barbara Swinton of the 
Oklahoma County district court, presided over a mock 
trail based on Aesop’s fable, the Crow and the Fox, and 
participated in the discussion on the merits of the case. 

Steven Menzel of Strata Leadership presented their 
purpose of bringing character training into the 
corporate world. He then led a training session on 
the need for and the development of character in an 
individual, which is the foundation of a good leader.

The remainder of the afternoon was a panel discussion 
with Air Force officers Capt Robbie Walsh and Capt 

took them through a review process to help make their 
business ideas successes.

The second day began with a participant-led workshop 
on identifying problems facing our nation: teen 
pregnancies, standardized testing in OK (skill 
advancement vs. “social” advancement in school), drug 
and alcohol abuse, terrorism and unemployment. This 
led to great discussion and debate over the degree 
of challenge and the courses toward solutions. We 
then toured the Oklahoma National Memorial and 
Museum, which led to added discussion over terrorism 
during lunch.

After lunch, Maj Ed Pulido, Vice President of Fields 
of Honor, emphasized the sacrifices that all of our 
men and women in service endure for their country, 
and how proudly they serve. He highlighted the 
scholarship program they offer to children of disabled 
Vets, and several students talked with him later about 
possibly qualifying.

Capt Cole LaPierre (OKC Marine Recruiting Station) 
presented a dynamic discussion of the fourteen 
qualities of leadership that the USMC identifies 
and teaches to the Corps. Karen Kurtz, Director 
of Communications for OG&E, next discussed the 
energy crisis in America. The evening was spent on the 
“fields of friendly strife,” playing pool, ping-pong, kick 

YOUTH LEADERSHIP IN ACTION
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SOUTHWEST YLC LEX-1
JUN 7-11 | ABOARD THE USS LEXINGTON, CORPUS CHRISTI, TX
CAPT DEBORAH DOMBECK, USCG (RET)
debdombeck@gmail.com | 830-896-8715

Fifty–seven seniors and juniors from 36 TX high schools 
and six OK high schools hauled luggage from the bunks 
below decks, up the ladders to the quarterdeck of the 
USS LEXINGTON (CV-16) in Corpus Christi Bay, TX, 
then down the gangway to the awaiting busses and 
vans. On this last day of their five-day, four night, Youth 
Leadership Conference (YLC), students and counselors 
were hugging, crying, sharing cell phone numbers, and 
taking “selfies,” as newfound friends pledged bonds that 
would last a very long time.

Ellie Butler, a senior at Tivy High School in Kerrville 
TX, summed up how many of the students felt. She 
said, “This conference was not only the best leadership 
experience I’ve had, but it was life changing for me. I 
met so many people that I know I will be friends with 
for a long time. I loved every part of it.”

What happened that was so life changing, and so 
bonding? “Day One” was only a half day, but a very full 
one, with students energetically getting acquainted 
with each other, their counselors, and adult supervisors, 
as well as familiarizing themselves with bunks, 
ladders, passageways, bulkheads and other nautical 
nomenclature as they traversed the 800-plus feet of this 
over seventy-year-old museum.

The most fun activity for everyone was the YLC Talent 
Show. Brandon Steele, a senior from Frisco Liberty 
High School (Frisco, TX), participated in four separate 
acts. He said, “I love talent shows, and I wanted to be 
a good team member, so when asked to be in an act, 
I couldn’t say, 'No.’ ” Brandon played the guitar alone, 
then in a duet with Matthew Hadley, senior at Killeen 
High School. Next, he lip-synched with his small group 
to a Taylor Swift song and finished the evening with a 
dance-off with other students from his bunk area.

As with all the YLC Talent Shows aboard the LEX, since 
the YLC began on the Lex in 1998, the show closed with 
all the talent show act performers and three-fourths of 
the audiences spelling out with their arms, ‘YMCA.” It is 
classic and a fixture of the YLC aboard the LEX.

The week’s most powerful and inspirational speaker was 
Vietnam-era prisoner of war, Col Ken Cordier, USAF 
(Ret), who was a twenty-six year old fighter pilot when 
he was shot down over Vietnam in 1966. He spent six 

Jason Louks addressing practical leadership issues for 
junior officers. The evening was filled with the annual 
talent night. We enjoyed many wonderful talents 
from singing, dancing, and instruments including a 
presentation from the Scottish Rite of DeMolay.

On Thursday, we wrapped up the conference with 
workshops on the individual, i.e., “What One Person 
Can Do,” “Identification of Heroes,” “Identification of 
Self,” and “Building Champions.”

C. D. Schmidt, a Vietnam veteran, gave a very moving 
presentation about our continuing American Heritage. 
This was anchored in his own experience, especially 
returning to the USA during a time of protest against 
the War in Vietnam, which was a low time in our 
country’s history in regards to military veterans. CAPT 
John Keilty, Athletic Director for St. Mary’s High School 
and a former Navy Test Wing Commander, summarized 
the conference and made a closing challenge to the 
participants.

The conference closed with our banquet, awards 
ceremony, and keynote speaker, MG Myles Deering, 
former Oklahoma Adjutant General and current 
Director of OK Department of Veteran Affairs.   

YOUTH LEADERSHIP IN ACTION
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leaders and assured as many students as possible had 
the opportunity to have a leadership role. There were 
many leadership positions to fill. Significant positions 
included student “Leader of the Day” (LOD) and 
“Assistant LOD.” Selected student leaders were given 
colored shoulder ropes as insignia of their positions.

On day three, we visited the Ventura County Naval 
Base, received briefings from the Coast Guard and 
participated in Leadership Challenges prepared by the 
USAF training detachment. Lunch was in the Navy 
Galley.

On day four, 90-year-old CPT Rosy Nolan, (USA), 
described his experiences with the Normandy 
invasion, parachuting into France as a member of the 
101st “Screaming Eagles” in the Battle of the Bulge 
and operation Market Garden. After lunch, students 
received a VIP tour of the Ronald Reagan Presidential 
Library. Upon returning to the campus, the students 
prepared for the Awards Banquet.

The student Color Guard opened the banquet with the 
presentation of the Colors and the National Anthem. 
Three special awards were presented. First, David 
Kaeeane, from Burton High School, received “The 
Major Hal Geer Spirit Award” exemplifying the class 
spirit. Jessica Arvizu, from Little Rock High School, CA, 
received the “Zoe Nolan Outstanding Student Award.” 
Jose Gudino from Little Rock High School received our 
highest award, the “Captain Rosy Nolan Outstanding 
Leader Award.” The Outstanding Team was recognized 
along those who served in various leadership roles.

years as a POW. He articulated his personal, poignant 
and agonizing ordeal with a calmness in his voice and 
demeanor so that while he talked, you could literally 
hear a pin drop. In spite of the severe regimen of his 
confinement, Col Cordier realized that his life and 
ultimately his freedom were never completely gone, 
even though he was imprisoned.

After it is all said and done, the YLC 2015 aboard the 
Lexington was such a success. Ashley Skinner, senior at 
Bandera High School in Bandera, TX, summed it up by 
saying, “I learned so much more about my country and 
leadership than I ever have in high school, and I had fun 
doing it. I met great people who will be my friends for a 
long time.” 

THOUSAND OAKS YLC TOYLC
JUN 8-12 | CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY, CA
LT COL THOMAS A. ZUPPARDI, USAF (RET)
eaglecorps@netzero.net | 805-495-6962

TOYLC took place on the California Lutheran University 
campus. The 35 students were quickly introduced to 
Leadership Challenges (LCs), our trademark, which were 
upgraded from last year. The LCs and resulting team 
competitions proved to be very effective. Each morning, 
we recognized the winning team for each challenge from 
the previous day by presenting a colorful LC streamer 
for their team banner.

At the day’s end, assistant directors interviewed 
students who volunteered for leadership positions. This 
facilitated the selection of the following day’s student 
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Students then left the flight deck heat and entered 
an air-conditioned theater to begin our Patriotic 
Education-based curriculum.

Three films were shown to depict how leaders 
prevail when confronted with what appears to be 
insurmountable odds. In his “Last Lecture,” Randy 
Pausch challenged students to follow their dreams. 
“Blackhawk Down” demonstrated how courage in 
the face of adversity can overcome some of life’s 
most challenged situations. “No Man Left Behind” is 
brilliantly portrayed in this very moving film. With 
“World Trade Center,” students learn that faith and 
perseverance can result in a favorable outcome even 
when the odds are significantly stacked against you. 

Returning this year was LtCol Phil Woody, USMC 
(Ret), who related his experience as a young Marine 
who survived the Beirut Barracks bombing, and how 
his survival changed an attitude developed as a small 
child in rural South Carolina. Students related how they 
had heard of early segregation, but had not had the 
experience of hearing, first-hand, how it affected young 
lives. COL Joseph Trez, USA (Ret), Director of the 
Citadel Krause Center for Leadership and Ethics, quickly 
engaged our students with his “Leadership Toolbox.” 
Students picked out a tool and described how it related 
to leadership. For example, a hammer that can be used 
to destroy as well as construct, and a mirror allows you 
to see who you are. Students showed imagination and 
how well they understood the principles of leadership.

Returning warriors continue to enthrall our students 
with their accounts of leadership, patriotism, faith and 
perseverance in the face of adversity. MGen James 
Livingston, USMC (Ret), challenged the students to 
define heroism and tell who their personal hero is. 

The Awards Banquet concluded with a graduation 
ceremony. Each student received a diploma along with a 
TOYLC medallion attached to a red, white and blue ribbon. 

We were pleased to have members from MOWW chapters 
assisting us: Patrick Clark, Gary Pforr and Lee Halverson 
from San Francisco; Lt Colonel Dave Worley from San 
Fernando; Darius Daniels from Burton High School; Ed 
Holt, Jon Williams and Jim McMichael from Conejo 
Valley. Our female chaperone was Jennifer Sands.

Our nine recruiting sponsors did a marvelous job: 
David Avery, Ivery Hood, Leonel Nascimento, Thomas 
G. VaVerka, Jeffrey Stein, Jim Steiner, Darius Daniels, 
Mariho Collins, and Edward Bruce. We sincerely thank The 
Wood-Claeyssens Foundation for their generous grant. 

PATRIOTS POINT YLC PPYLC
JUN 23-26 | ABOARD THE USS YORKTOWN, MT. PLEASANT SC
CAPT FREDERICK T. MASSEY, USN (RET)
frederick7815@att.net | 843-797-5807

Another great day in South Carolina with the sun 
shining, a cool breeze coming across the water and 
eighty new arrivals coming onboard the USS Yorktown 
trudging up the pier with at least a year’s worth of 
clothing. Once onboard, the students were introduced 
to their luxury liner suites, or was that a squad bay, 
three-tier bunk? 

After introductions and assignments to groups, we 
headed up to the flight deck to start games designed 
to ferret out our leaders: a tarp turned over without 
stepping off confining edges, facing in and out without 
dropping handgrips and finally navigating the flight 
deck on 2x4s in teams of four. Cohesive teams and 
new lifelong friends quickly emerged in one short hour. 

YOUTH LEADERSHIP IN ACTION
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international expert on terrorism, presented an 
interesting session on the subject. We then discussed 
“Free Enterprise and Money,” led by MAJ Wendy 
Weller. Leadership in a Prisoner of War camp was 
discussed by Major William Roberts, a former Prisoner 
of War. After lunch, Carter Crews, San Antonio Small 
Business Administration, presented an excellent 
discussion on the steps necessary to start a business. 
This was followed by the exceptional Mock Trial 
Workshop presented by the Responsibility Group. 
We then had a wonderful talent show, organized and 
directed by the Purple Group (students).

Wednesday, Homeland Security was examined by 
TSA Agent Donald Miano, followed by the Purple 
Group's workshop on Homeland Security. Jesse 
Guerra, Grenaderos de Galviz, discussed involvement 
of citizen leaders in the history of Texas. The 
Sojourners presented an excellent session on “Flags 
of Our Country.” We then had the workshop on 
“Free Enterprise” presented by the Integrity Group, 
followed by the workshop on “One Person Can Make 
A Difference.” Our banquet speaker was Col Clifford 
Way, Past MOWW Commander-In-Chief. Col Way 
urged students to take the skills they learned here 
back to their schools and apply them as leaders.

Comments by students were interesting. Cruzita 
Barrow said, “I enjoyed the leadership issues discussed 
by 1SG Leora Carter.” Jacob Fuentes said, “I am going 
to use my knowledge of leadership to teach my JROTC 
Cadets to become better leaders.”

The Conference Top Student was Matthew Whiting, 
Coppell High School (Coppell, TX). Other Outstanding 
Students were Cheyenne Atchison, Independence High 
School (Frisco, TX); Elias Brown, South Garland High 

Colonel Quincy Collins, USAF (Ret), told a story of 
strength of character by relating his experiences as a 
North Vietnamese prisoner of war.

Two students stood out among their peers this year. 
Lindsay Bowen (Savannah, GA) stepped up to lead her 
group. She had arrived onboard early and impressed 
the staff with her take-charge attitude and offer to 
assist students getting situated. Writing a well-thought-
out essay, Robert Powell, Jr, Greenbriar High School 
(Augusta, GA), addressed three dangers facing America 
today and explained how they will affect the United 
States as a leader among nations of the world.

This year’s YLC was truly inspirational and we hope to 
continue providing this most important initiative for 
many years to come on what is one of the finest venues 
available for MOWW’s YLC program. 

SOUTHWEST YLC STMYLC
JUN 21-25 | ST. MARY’S UNIVERSITY, SAN ANTONIO, TX 
www.txpef.org

LT COL WILLIAM DOVALI, USAF (RET)
wjdovali@syic.net | 210-637-7526

The YLC was held in the University Center and lodging 
was provided in Our Lady of Lourdes Hall dormitory. 
During the Orientation Session, students introduced 
themselves and stated what they hoped to gain by 
attending the Conference. After dinner, student 
groups selected their Leaders and prepared for the 
Monday Workshops. We had an introductory outline 
given by the Dedication Group in their Monday 
workshop.

On Monday morning, after an opening Welcome by 
the San Antonio Chapter Commander and Conference 
Director, the workshop on “Problems and Challenges 
Facing Our Nation” was presented by the Dedication 
Group. Leadership characteristics was discussed by 
1SG Leora Carter, US Army Special Forces. Leadership 
issues were reviewed by Trish Martin, Joe Foss 
Institute. “Making Decisions Based on Accurate 
Information” was presented by Sgt Dara Bowlin, Texas 
Office of Attorney General Criminal Investigations 
Unit. After Lunch, the Bill of Rights Workshop was 
presented by the Courage Group. After group pictures, 
students organized for the Talent Show. After dinner, 
Sharon Conable, owner of a real estate firm, outlined 
how to start a successful business.

Tuesday started with the Leadership Workshop by 
the Loyalty Group. Then, Dr. Jeffrey Addicott, an 

YOUTH LEADERSHIP IN ACTION
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2015 MOWW PHOENICIAN AWARDS

Phoenician Award Recipients
BRIG GEN ARTHUR B. MORRILL III, USAF (RET) 
CHIEF OF STAFF, MOWW

2015 MOWW PHOENICIAN AWARDS   

ESSAY QUESTION | 2015 Phoenician Award 
“In connection with the recent selection of a new Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, 
discussion has arisen regarding adherence to political beliefs vs. compromise in meeting the needs of the 
nation. Take a position regarding the Speaker’s leadership role on one side or the other of this controversy, 
and defend and support your argument.”

RECOGNITION | Officer Review™ 
The Phoenician Awards provide national recognition to three Youth Leadership Conference (YLC) 
students who are judged as the “The Military Order of the World Wars Outstanding Student of the Year.” 
Candidates are chosen from among students who have been selected by their multi-day Youth Leadership 
Conference. The national recipients are determined by the outcome of the essay contest, including a 
review of comments by the Conference Director. 

All receive their awards during local MOWW ceremonies attended by family, fellow students, friends and 
local media. In addition, MOWW features them in its Officer Review™ magazine, and in its annual MOWW 
Convention Book.

AWARDS | Patriotic Education Committee 
The Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW) presents the Phoenician Award Winner, First Runner-up and 
Second Runner-up recipients a cash award of $2,000, 1,000 and $500, respectively, for the best essay on 
a specific national issue. 

MOWW’s Patriotic Education Committee is responsible for the judging of this award. Upon selection of the 
award recipients, they receive several awards:

•  The winner receives a check for $2,000, a Phoenician Award Certificate, and a MOWW Bronze 
Patrick Henry Award. 

•   The First Runner-Up receives a check for $1,000, a Phoenician Award Certificate, and a MOWW 
Bronze Patrick Henry Award. 

•   The Second Runner-Up receives a check for $500, a Phoenician Award Certificate, and a MOWW 
Bronze Patrick Henry Award. 
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Taylor A. Harris
New England Youth Leadership Conference 
Norwich University

The Speaker of the House is the head 
of the US House of Representatives. 
The roles of this position include 

facilitating House debates, appointing 
committee members, and reviewing bills 
before they are passed. This position is 
appointed by a majority party caucus, which 
is an election among the current members of 
the House. The Speaker is also second in line, 
after the Vice President, for ascension to the 
Presidency in a time of crisis. The Speaker 
of the House must balance his party’s 
platform, while working with members of 
the opposing party for the welfare of the 
country.

 Currently, Paul Ryan is serving as the 62nd 
Speaker of the House, and his leadership 
since his election in 2015 has shown that 
he is willing to compromise with other 
members of Congress to meet the needs of 
our country. Ryan, a Republican politician, 
belongs to a party whose conservative 
platform differs from many of his 
Democratic colleagues. While unwillingness 
to compromise between the parties has 
damaged our country’s ability to run 
efficiently, Ryan’s willingness to compromise 
may serve as a model for more efficient 
governmental oversight.

Ryan’s ability to compromise is captured 
in this quote, “We really believe that we 
should reform the entire tax code for all 
people....” But it is pretty clear to us that the 
President doesn’t agree with that [position] 
on [taxes on] individuals. So, the question 
is, “Is there common ground on aspects of 
tax reform that we think could help grow 

the economy?” Ryan demonstrates his 
willingness to work with the President, as 
long as they can come to an agreement, to 
repair our country’s fiscal instability. Another 
fiscal compromise occurred under Ryan’s 
leadership regarding the 1.8 trillion dollar tax 
and spending bill. At its completion, Ryan 
stated, “We passed more major legislation in 
a few weeks than we have in a few years.” The 
“omnibus” spending bill proposed adding 
more money to the debt ceiling in order to 
prevent the US government from defaulting 
and shutting down. Ryan had a major role 
in this discussion and it was because of 
his willingness to work with others, and 
his actions as the Speaker that he was able 
to facilitate the discussion and encourage 
compromise.

Throughout his term as the Speaker of the 
House, Ryan has shown a desire to restore 
the country to its previous paradigm of 
working collaboratively with each other. 
He has done this through interviews, 
articles, and voting records. He has acted 
for the benefit of the country, and the 
people as a whole, not just his party, or the 
congressional offices. Through this, he has 
fulfilled his role as Speaker. 

The Speaker of the House must show that he 
is willing to do what is necessary to fulfill the 
needs of the country. This readiness ensures 
that America’s finances, domestic concerns 
and international partnerships will continue 
to be managed efficiently. Both parties must 
work together to fix our nation’s current 
problems and facilitate the formation of a 
better future. 

WINNING ESSAY—$2,000 SCHOLARSHIP

WINNER | 2015 PHOENICIAN AWARD

Taylor Harris attends Nokomis High School 
in Newport, ME. She was the New England 
YLC’s Outstanding Student. An honor roll 
student taking all AP and Honors classes, 
she was her Secretary and Vice President, 
and is active in the Drama Club. As a 
JROTC cadet, she received many awards for 
academic and military achievement, and was 
promoted to Cadet Captain and Company 
Commander. She is a member of the JROTC 
Drill, Academic and Leadership Teams, and 
received two Superior Cadet Medals. She 
devoted 500 hours of community service 
with her JROTC Battalion by raising money 
for homeless veterans and hospitalized 
children, and by participating in a basketball 
league working with special needs students. 
After graduation, she will seek an ROTC 
scholarship, attend Norwich University, 
major in biology to pursue a military 
medicine career.
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Tristen L. Dunn
Southwest Youth Leadership Conference 
Texas A & M University

Recently, the newly elected Speaker of 
the U.S. House of Representatives was 
 criticized for not strictly adhering to 

his political beliefs. While it is important to 
adhere to one’s core values, it is imperative 
for a leader to be able to compromise to 
achieve the goals of the bigger picture, for 
the good of the people.

The ability to compromise is a key trait of 
a leader. A good leader is persuasive and 
attempts to influence people to follow his 
direction. It is not reasonable to expect 
that every constituent or every member 
of congress will always agree with the 
direction advocated by the Speaker of the 
House. The Speaker is not responsible for 
making unilateral decisions in the House; 
nevertheless, he has great persuasion over 
legislation and the debate process. A good 
leader is someone who is able to persuade 
others, at times, to compromise in his favor.

The Founding Fathers framed the 
Constitution to encourage compromise so 
that the needs of the people would be met 
through changing times. They realized that 
compromise would be necessary to keep 
the Constitution relevant over time. This 
supports the fact that the Speaker of the 
House needs to compromise to some degree 
in order to keep things moving and up to 
date. The constitutional framers realized that 
people by nature have their own political 
beliefs, philosophies, ideas, and agendas 
and that this reality would eventually lead 
to conflict. The only way to solve conflict 
is to give a little in order to receive a little 

– through compromise. James Madison once 
said, “If men were angels, no government 
would be necessary.” He knew governing 
and legislating would not, necessarily, be 
popular for all parties involved; it would take 
compromise to keep the government going. 

Without compromise, adhering to a staunch 
party line leads to gridlock. In order to 
advance legislation, and actually do the 
work of governing and representing the 
people, Congress must be able to move 
forward to get work done. Compromise is 
a necessary step in preventing gridlock and 
government shut downs. In the most recent 
case of Paul Ryan, as Speaker of the House, 
compromise was necessary in order to get 
bills passed, so Congress and the nation 
could move forward. While this led to some 
acerbic criticism, Ryan defended his decision 
to compromise, keeping the big picture in 
mind; giving a little in order to get a little.

The ability to compromise is a necessary skill 
for someone in a leadership role. The U.S. 
House of Representatives is a great example 
of where this applies, because the House 
is politically divided. It takes compromise 
to overcome conflict, which is inherent in 
the nature of politics. It is necessary for 
the Speaker of the House, as a member of 
Congress, to maintain his political beliefs 
and core values. However, his leadership 
role requires him to balance that with the 
imperative ability to compromise.

FIRST RUNNER-UP —$1,000 SCHOLARSHIP

FIRST RUNNER-UP | 2015 PHOENICIAN AWARD 

Tristan Dunn is currently a senior at 
Naaman Forest High School in Garland, 
Texas. He is a member of the Lumberjack 
spirit team at his high school. He will 
graduate in June of 2016. He will attend 
Baylor University in the fall of 2016. 
Tristan attended the YLC at Texas A&M 
University in July of 2015, where he 
received the Outstanding YLC Student and 
the Bronze Patrick Henry Medallion. The 
Garland Independent School District (GISD) 
recognized him for receiving this award, 
and he received the “Evidence of Excellence” 
award from the GISD Board of Trustees. A 
local news station CW33) featured him as 
a “Class Act,” which is recurring segment 
featuring local high school student leaders. 
He will return to the YLC at Texas A&M 
University in July of 2016 as a counselor. 
Tristan enjoys hunting, fishing, metalwork, 
and automotive work. He plans to study 
Business Law at Baylor and move on to 
obtain his law degree.  
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Justice Felton 
Arizona Youth Leadership Conference 
Arizona State University

The Speaker of the House, as defined 
in Article I, Section II of the United 
States Constitution, is an elected 

member of the House of Representatives 
who acts as the leading mediator within 
the legislature. This role has evolved over 
time, and in recent years has turned into a 
position revolving around a rigid adherence 
to one’s personal or party views. As leader 
of the House, the Speaker must combat 
this egotistical approach to leadership by 
encouraging the art of compromise to both 
sides when they draft legislation, and by 
constantly reminding those within the 
House chamber that the needs of the nation 
come before those of individual legislators.

Compromise is one of the key vehicles that 
facilitated change throughout the history 
of the U.S., which is why this country 
rose to a level of greatness in such a short 
period. When initially calculating how 
many representatives each of the original 
states would have, the issue of counting 
slaves arose, as it would greatly increase the 
influence wielded by southern states. To 
reach a consensus, delegates from both the 
Northern and Southern states agreed to the 
Three-Fifths Compromise, which allowed 
slaves to count as three-fifths of a person 
when estimating state populations. One 
of the most notable Speakers to hold the 
position, Henry Clay, earned his nickname as 
“The Great Compromiser” in his three terms 
spent as Speaker of the House because he 
did exactly what the position commands: 
putting personal beliefs and party affiliation 
aside to achieve agreements that mutually 
benefit the nation and its citizens.

The Speaker of the House must set a positive 
example for all 435 members to model the 
expectation of an elected official, which is to 
put country before personal gain and strive 
to attend to the needs of constituents in the 
ideal manner possible. Serving in an elected 
position yields a desirable yearly salary, 
which may cloud the judgement of members 
as they consider legislation. It is crucial that 
the Speaker watch proposed legislation 
to ensure it is not rushed, unnecessary or 
nonsensical, as these could indicate officials 
trying to earn re-election and a bonus to 
their congressional salaries. Referring to this 
problem in the House, the current Speaker, 
Paul Ryan, declared, “We need to make 
some changes, starting with how the House 
does business.” By recognizing this issue at 
the beginning of his term, Ryan is quickly 
tackling problems that were neglected by his 
predecessors.

The leadership role of the Speaker is one that 
requires a high degree of intestinal fortitude. 
The Speaker must hold not only himself or 
herself accountable, but must also hold all 
members of the House responsible for their 
actions while in office. Furthermore, this 
position must be embraced with a spirit 
of humility that embodies dedication to 
compromise rather than loyalty to political 
beliefs or personal gain.

SECOND RUNNER-UP—$500 SCHOLARSHIP

SECOND RUNNER-UP | 2015 PHOENICIAN AWARD

Justice Felton attends Thunderbird High 
School in Phoenix, AZ, and is in his fourth 
year in the NJROTC program. He has been 
a member of the state champion drill team 
for three straight years, and a member 
of the regional qualifying academic and 
orienteering teams. Additionally, he has 
been a member of the cadet staff for three 
years. Academically, he is in the top 7% 
of his graduating class, which is about 
325 students. He accumulated over 300 
community service hours throughout his 
time in NJROTC, and as a member with 
distinction in National Honors Society. 
He was the Outstanding Student and was 
awarded the MOWW Bronze Patrick Henry. 
After high school, he plans on attending 
the United States Naval Academy and 
earning a Bachelor’s of Science in Applied 
Physics. From there, he looks forward to 
attending Navy Nuclear Power School and 
commissioning into the fleet as a Nuclear 
Submarine Warfare Officer.



YOUTH LEADERSHIP IN ACTION

20    The Military Order of the World Wars

 DATES YLC OUTSTANDING STUDENT | HIGH SCHOOL 

Dec 5–7, 2014 NEYLC-1  New England YLC Noah J. Beatty | South Burlington HS |South Burlington, VT 
 Norwich University | Northfield, VT

Jan 30–Feb 1, 2015 NEYLC-2  New England YLC Taylor A. Harris | Nokomis Regional HS | Newport, ME 
 Norwich University | Northfield, VT

Feb 27–28, 2015 AUGYLC  Augusta YLC Anna Bodolosky | Evans HS | Evans, GA 
 Trinity on the Hill UMC | Augusta, GA

Mar 28–30, 2015 NEYLC-3  New England YLC Nicholas P. Ridder | Pembroke HS | Pembroke, MA 
 Norwich University | Northfield, VT

Apr 15–19, 2015 FFVF  Freedom Foundation YLC Emily Blase | North Penn HS| Landsdale PA 
 Freedom Foundation | Valley Forge, PA

Apr 23–26, 2015 AIFCV  American Independence Foundation YLC Chandler T. Foster | Hanover HS | Mechanicsville, VA 
 AIFCV | Williamsburg, VA

May 20–23, 2015 TALYLC  Tallahassee YLC Katelyn Wojtiuk |Newsome HS | Lithia, FL 
 Southgate Campus Centre, Tallahassee, FL

Jun 1–5, 2015 OCUYLC  Southwest YLC Blair T. Bulman | Whitehouse HS| Troup, TX 
 Oklahoma Christian University | Edmond, OK

Jun 7–11, 2015 LEXYLC-1  Southwest YLC Sean J. O’Leary | Heritage Christian HS| Fredericksburg, TX 
 Aboard USS Lexington, Corpus Christi, TX

Jun 8–12, 2015 TOYLC  Thousand Oaks YLC Jose Gudino |Little Rock HS | Little Rock, CA 
 Thousand Oaks, CA

Jun 14–18, 2015 LEXYLC-2  Southwest YLC Socrates X. Salinas | Lake Highland HS | Dallas, TX 
 Aboard USS Lexington, Corpus Christi, TX

Jun 21–25, 2015 NWYLC  Northwest YLC	 Austin	Silbernegal	|	Prairie	HS	|Ridgefield,	WA 
 Pacific Lutheran University | Tacoma, WA

Jun 21–25, 2015 STMYLC  Southwest YLC Matthew Whiting | Coppell HS | Coppell, TX 
 St. Mary's University | San Antonio, TX

Jun 21–25, 2015 SDYLC  San Diego YLC Jacob Hurt | Westview HS | San Diego, CA 
 San Diego State University | San Diego, CA

Jun 23–26, 2015 PPYLC  Patriot Point YLC Lindsey N. Bowen| Bryan County HS | Pembroke, GA 
 USS Yorktown | Mt. Pleasant, SC

Jul 7–11, 2015  AZYLC  Arizona YLC Justice Felton | Thunderbird HS  | Phoenix, AZ 
 Arizona State Univ West | Mesa, AZ

Jul 12–16, 2015  TWUYLC  Southwest YLC Samuel Warren | Rockwall HS | Rockwall, TX 
 Texas Wesleyan University | Fort Worth, TX

Jul 13–17, 2015 RMYLC  Rocky Mountain YLC Shelby Taylor | Castleview HS | Castleview, CO 
 Colorado State University | Pueblo, CO 

Jul 19–23, 2015  TAMUYLC  Southwest YLC Tristan L Dunn | Naaman Forest HS | Garland, TX 
 Texas A & M University | College Station, TX

Jul 22–25, 2015  FITYLF  Florida Institute of Technology YLC Britanny Sekot | Dixie Hollins HS | ST Petersburg, FL 
 Florida Institute of Technology | Melbourne, FL

Oct 28–31, 2015 HSVYLC  Huntsville YLC Brian Q. Redwine | Huntsville HS | Huntsville, AL 
 US Space & Rocket Center | Huntsville, AL

 

MOWW ║ 2015 Outstanding YLC Students
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of the government. A highlight was when students got to 
present a real-life case in the Supreme Court Chamber of 
Washington and practice their legal skills.

Monday evening, after team building and research in the 
library, students had a pizza party and enjoyed hearing 
about free enterprise through an inspiring video of Bob 
Farrell’s business empire. 

Tuesday morning brought a session with Corporals 
Bauer and Macaluso from the WA State Patrol, who 
stressed tactical communication for leaders. Professor 
Shelton aso brought the US Constitution to life in an 
interesting presentation.

At Fort Lewis, MG Hemphill spoke about Captain Lewis 
and Sgt Ordway, whose statues are at the main gate of 
the fort. While there, CSM Helring gave us a tour of 
the NCO Academy, after which students investigated 
a variety of Stryker combat vehicles and the Army 
Museum. That evening, students built puzzles blind 
folded to foster teamwork, followed by an ice cream 
social.

Wednesday morning, the PLU Football coach, Dave 
Templin, provided great leadership in sports tips that 
also applied to life in general. Army Chaplain Rob 
Powers, Ft Lewis installation chaplain, gave students 
much to think about concerning the ethics and morality 
of leadership. In the afternoon, each group gave 
excellent presentations on their “Lessons on Leadership” 
project. A board of experts, including Capt John Hayes, 
the MOWW Commander-in Chief, judged the student’s 
work and selected a winner.

At the final Patriotic Banquet Wednesday evening, 
conferees loved the historic flag ceremony, the delicious 
meal, and the inspiring words of Capt Hayes, MOWW’s 

School (Garland, TX); Avery Dalfrey, Rockwell High 
School (Rockwell, TX); Madelyn Campbell, Coppell New 
Tech High School (Coppell, TX); and Skyler Spencer, 
James Madison High Schoolman (Antonio, TX). 

NORTHWEST YLC NWYLC
JUN 21–25 | PACIFIC LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY, TACOMA, WA
COL DAVID B. GIBSON, USAF (RET)
dave_digib@comcast.net | 360-412-5146

Sponsored by the Puget Sound Chapter of the 
Military Order of the World Wars, 80 students and 
10 counselors experienced a taste of life on a college 
campus while they received a full measure of leadership 
training, patriotic education, and free enterprise 
education. Students worked together in teams of 8-10 
in the classroom, on field trips, in the library, and on 
the lawns of the campus. The YLC Registrar, CDR Alan 
Mandigo, and his assistant Whitney Bautista, operated 
like a fine Swiss watch taking care of attendees. Dean 
of Students Emily Zeigler and the counselors were 
omni-present mentoring students.

On Sunday evening, CAPT Brad Margeson presented 
a motivating talk regarding leadership philosophy. The 
“Dress for Success” banquet was an excellent start for 
our YLC teens.

On Monday morning, our Sojourner friends “built the 
American Flag” to start the conference on a patriotic 
note. Then, General McElroy told teens how to be all 
they can be. That was followed by Miss Tiana Tozer 
of Portland, OR, who told us her incredible story on 
choices, survival, and leadership in life.

Monday afternoon saw our teens at the Washington State 
Capitol where they had an extensive tour of all branches 

continued from page 15
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allowed them to select their group leaders based on how 
the leader influenced the success of the group in besting 
the three challenges. All of the YLC workshops were 
organized and conducted by the various YLC groups. The 
four most significant events of the conference were the 
Mock Court, the Talent Show and the Banquet, which 
were all organized and conducted by the various student 
groups.

The free market exercise conducted by Dr. Vance Ginn 
of the Texas Public Policy Institute had an impact on the 
attendees that is much greater than the time allotted to it. 
High school sophomores and juniors lack the experiential 
basis for extended exercises in market capitalism; most 
students do not receive the state required course in 
economics until their senior year of high school. Dr. Ginn’s 
exercise has conferees participate as members of a free 
market in labor, both as employers and employees, and 
thus preparing them to understand the economics course 
they will receive before they graduate from high school. 
In the space of 120 minutes, the students learned the 
fundamental differences between Socialism and Free 
Market Capitalism. The students were enthusiastic in 
participating in the exercise. Dr. Ginn and the Foundation 
have made this module available to the national MOWW.

Judge Missy Medary of the 347th Judicial Court in 
Corpus Christi, TX, conducted our Mock Trial, which 
involved a fictional lawsuit brought by a survivor of the 
sinking of the Titanic against the White Star Line. Her 
enthusiasm and tutorial approach made the event a big 
success. Judge Medary volunteered to conduct next year’s 
Mock Trial in her courtroom in Corpus Christi.

The USS Lexington Museum, itself, promotes the 
leadership training aspects of the YLC. The attendees 
quickly learn to assess their own strengths and 
weaknesses, and those of their fellow conferees. The 
historical displays on the ship are constant reminders of 
deeds and sacrifices of our forbearers. 

SAN DIEGO YLC SDYLC
JUN 21-25 | CAMP PENDLETON, CA 
www.sandiegoylc.org 

MR. TRAVIS PUTNAM
tputnam04@gmail.com | 760-525-2722

The San Diego Youth Leadership Conference hosted 
students from Orange, Riverside and San Diego 
Counties, plus two students from San Francisco. 
The university facilities provided an ideal learning 
environment in which to learn leadership principles and 

Commander. The Isabel Swartz Top Student Award was 
presented to Austin Silbernagel (Prairie High School) for 
outstanding performance during the conference.

When students left for home Thursday morning, they 
were amazed at how well they had bonded with their 
new conference friends and agreed that teamwork led to 
marvelous results. They left with a full bag of leadership 
training and patriotic education tools to use in their 
upcoming school year, and years to come.  

SOUTHWEST YLC LEX-2
JUN 14-18 | ABOARD THE USS LEXINGTON, CORPUS CHRISTI, TX
LTC MICHAEL T. JOHNSON, USA (RET)
mthurstonj@earthlink.net | 254-681-0932

After the 53 students arrived at the conference and 
received their berths on the ship, they began assessing the 
leadership traits of each other prior to selecting who, from 
among their peers, would be their group leaders. Three 
events, two conducted on the hanger deck and one held 
throughout the ship, allowed all attendees to observe how 
individuals performed under stress, and who could rapidly 
organize their group for team success. Every event started 

with each group being 
leaderless. 

The human knot 
teamwork event 
required the groups to 
hold hands creating an 
intertwined circle, and 
undo the human knot 
while continuing to 
hold hands. Crossing 
the lava flow required 
the students to cross 
a virtual lava flow 
using the assistance 
of their teammates. 
The last event had the 
attendees conduct 
a scavenger hunt 
throughout the 
ship, using teams 
of three. All three 
events allowed the 
conferees to identify 
the emergent leaders 
in their groups, and 
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various historical American Leadership Decisions, e.g., 
use the atomic bomb in WWII. Next, and brand new this 
year, students learned about the historical flags of the 
United States by performing the National Sojourners’ 
Historic Flag Presentation.  

The following day was dedicated to the Free Enterprise 
System. The students first conducted a mock city 
council hearing where they were divided into various 
roles, including council members and staff, pro/
con factions and the builders, all while discussing a 
real-life development project. Afterwords, the student 
groups were challenged to start their own business (a 
restaurant), and went through the same process as do 
entrepreneurs, e.g., develop a concept, acquire a loan, 
and purchase supplies and business license(s). The 
groups presented their restaurant concepts to a panel of 
interested investors (staff judges).  

The final day of our conference featured a goal-setting 
theme. The day began with a tour of SDSU, where many 
students became inspired to attend college because of 
the tour. Students then had a goal planning/setting 
session. The day concluded with a motivational speaker 
to wrap up the week with a charge to continue their 
leadership journey by applying what they learned during 
the YLC in their individual communities.

The San Diego YLC is sponsored by the Pendleton, 
San Diego and Holland MOWW Chapters and the San 
Diego and Camp Pendleton Chapters of the National 
Sojourners, Inc. 

apply them in exercises, and learn the foundations of the 
free enterprise system while increasing their knowledge 
of American Heritage and pride in the United States. 
Students were assigned to six patriotic groups, named 
after our founding fathers, and worked and competed as 
a group throughout the conference.  

The highlight from this year’s conference included a trip 
to a San Diego City Council meeting where the YLC was 
recognized during the council meeting. Additionally, 
students received individualized proclamations and San 
Diego City lapel pins from the San Diego Mayor Kevin 
Faulkner and council member Todd Gloria. 

The first full day of the conference focused on leadership, 
where the students learned what makes a good leader, 
and their qualities and attributes. Speakers including the 
Director of Girl Scouts of the USA and the Director of 
2-1-1 San Diego, shared their personal experiences with 
leadership. Students had an opportunity to practice their 
leadership through multiple group challenge exercises. 
Finally, each group developed a skit that demonstrated 
three randomly selected leadership traits to convince 
a judging panel that they had learned the leadership 
principles.  

The next day focused on American Heritage, which 
began with the students acting as an independent 
Congress challenged to write their own grievances 
against the United States for a declaration to form a new 
country. Following this exercise, the students were led 
through discussions on the United States Constitution 
and the Bill of Rights. Then they relived having to make 

YOUTH LEADERSHIP IN ACTION
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entertaining talent show featuring musical instruments, 
stand-up comedy and interpretive dance. 

After advice on personal choices and finances from SFC 
Carol Dosia on Wednesday morning, students learned 
of leadership traits from LTC Chuck Chamberlin. Mr. 
Bill Farmer, an engineer with the Raytheon Corporation, 
led an interactive leadership session called “Heroes, 
Super-Heroes and You” with vivid props and costumes. 
At our final classroom presentation, Col Anthony Wood 
delivered a stirring talk on service and patriotism. 

The top YLC students selected by the groups were 
Timothy VanSaders (National Sojourners Dallas), Mariah 
Morales (Dallas MOWW), Samuel Warren (Dallas 
MOWW), Regan Olmstead (North Texas MOWW), Avan 
Daughrity (Dallas Navy League), and Preston Abadie 
(Dallas MOWW). Samuel Warten was chosen as the 
Outstanding Student of the conference and will compete 
for the Phoenician Award. 

We were honored to have the MOWW CINC, Capt John 
Hayes, USAF (Fmr), as our banquet speaker Wednesday 
evening. A “Final Challenge” was given by CAPT Stevens, 
who presented certificates to the students. 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN YLC RMYLC
JUL 13-17 | COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY, PUEBLO, CO 
www.rmylf.org 

BG ANTHONY C. TRIFILETTI, USA (RET)
actrif@adelphia.net | 719-481-0776

Once again, our objective wasteaching our students 
about leadership, patriotism and the free enterprise 

system, but most of all we strove 
to turn out good, informed, 
citizens. Counselors are key 
to our selection process, and 
they nominated 143 students. 
Ultimately, 98 students from 33 
high schools received scholarships 
to attend the one-week course 
at Colorado State University–
Pueblo, cost free. Of the 98, all 
but five were juniors and 60% 
were girls.

Students were divided into nine 
color groups. There were seven 
new Youth Counselors (college 
students and recent graduates of 
RMYLC) on the team of eleven 

SOUTHWEST YLC TWU
JUL 13–17 | TEXAS WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY, FORT WORTH, TX 
www.txpef.org

LTC ARTHUR B. FOWLER, USA (RET)
af3@verizon.net | 214-675-0690

Texas Wesleyan University was the site of our 2015 Youth 
Leadership Conference. Leadership, patriotism and free 
enterprise subjects were well presented and well received 
during our five-day event. After an orientation from 
PCINC CAPT Rollie Stevens, the students were divided 
into six animal-named groups, and developed their group 
identities with descriptive posters and spirit yells.  

On Monday morning, Lt Col Bob Gehbauer opened with 
a talk on liberties and freedoms. Judge Don Metcalfe 
explained the US legal system and presided over a mock 
trial based on the sinking of the Titanic. After Chaplain 
(COL) Ralph Smith’s class on the American Flag, Fort 
Worth FBI agent, Luke Jimenez, explained the workings 
of his agency. 

Col Ken Cordier started Tuesday with a riveting account 
of his challenges as a POW in Vietnam. Col James 
Vineyard then spoke on crime and law enforcement in 
America. Linda Clark presented a program about Esther 
and courage, followed by her husband, the Honorable 
Allen Clark. His personal story of leadership was truly 
inspiring. Lt Col Jim Anderson led the group in an 
explanation and discussion of how free enterprise 
and proper ethics have benefited our nation. This was 
reinforced with a talk by Mr. Billy Medina of the Small 
Business Administration. Student groups then presented 
small business ideas of their own. Their imagination 
and creativity was impressive. Tuesday night brought an 
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SOUTHWEST YLC TAMU
JUL 19-23 | TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY | COLLEGE STATION, TX 
www.txpef.org

LTC DON B. MUNSON, USA (RET)
don.munson@tx.rr.com | 972-471-3499

If you Google the website for Texas A&M University, you 
will be redirected to the TAMU homepage. Written in 
bold letters at the top of the page are the words: “Lead 
by Example.” That charge summarizes all that the Youth 
Leadership Conference at Texas A&M seeks to impart. 
From the day they arrive on campus, until their final 
farewells five days later, the students are constantly 
provided opportunities to demonstrate their ability to 
“Lead by Example.”

Principles of leadership are spelled out in the booklet 
“Leadership Fundamentals and Character Development,” 
a copy of which is issued to each student (courtesy of the 
Texas Patriotic Foundation). They are, incidentally, the 
identical principles of leadership that are taught in most 
professional military leadership courses in the country.

Workshop discussions, group presentations, even the 
uninhibited mayhem that goes into the creation of 
Talent Night skits, are all obvious venues for exhibiting 
principles of leadership. Before the feature film of TAMU 
YLC’s Movie Night, students were urged to watch for the 
leadership principles depicted in the movie. Afterwards, 
the lights come on and a lively discussion ensued as 
students identified scenes in which one or more of 
the principles were exhibited. Students were quick to 
recognize that leadership is not confined to age, race, 
gender, or creed, and that leadership is not limited to 
just those who are in positions of wealth, power, or high 
office.

directing the 98 students. In addition, we had a new 
Dean of Students and a new Activities Director. We 
also had twelve veteran staff members.

We kicked off the instruction with Mary C. Kelly, 
CDR, USN (Ret). She is a best-selling author and 
international speaker specializing in business and 
leadership development designed to improve efficiency 
and profits. Dr. Kelly emphasized technology and 
leadership strategies that help people succeed. Mark 
Pfoff, after a 20 year career as a computer engineer, 
joined the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office and became 
a detective specializing in computer-related crimes 
and computer forensics. He emphasized computer 
forensics, cell phone forensics, child exploitation and 
criminal investigations, all very important topics 
for our students’ generation. Our other presenters 
included Brig Gen Mal Walkin, USAF (Ret), a long-
time professor at the Air Force Academy who is a 
recognized as an expert in the area of honor, ethics 
and responsibilities of leadership. In addition, BG 
Anthony Trifiletti, USA (Ret), our Course Director, and 
Col Mark Ewig, USAF (Ret), presented a class on our 
Founding Fathers. Mike Diamond presented basic and 
advanced elements of the Free Enterprise System, and 
Jeanne Smith, Esquire (Director, Colorado Division 
of Criminal Justice), presented the Free Enterprise 
System and the Law, along with Lt Col Dave Keller, 
USAF (Ret), who was the Chief of Character & 
Leadership Education for the United States Air Force 
Academy. 

The students were evaluated by the Conference 
Faculty against a standardized set of criteria. There 
were eleven award winners and two top awards. 
Shelby Taylor (Castle View HS) was the Distinguished 
Graduate. The Essay Award went to Melissa Shamback 
(Pine Creek HS). 

Our final transition area concerned the “Awesome 
Power” exercise, which immersed the students in 
current critical topics facing our country and asked 
them to present a skit to persuade their fellow 
students of their solution. There were many innovative 
solutions and a great deal of thought involved.

Following the conference, the students provided us 
very valuable feedback and insights to the course. 
Their most common comment was that they learned 
a lot and they made some good friends. Planning for 
next year has begun!  
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addition, students enjoyed an ice cream social where 
the students formed new friendships with one another. 
Then, students enjoyed a Leadership Reaction Course 
that challenged individual leaders and newly formed 
teams to overcome a myriad of creative obstacles. Last, 
students participated in a flag retirement ceremony 
where they reverently decommissioned an American 
flag. 

The conference ended on Saturday with a luncheon 
awards ceremony where students were joined by their 
parents and friends. The Outstanding Student Team, 
led by Courtney Schrade, included Cody Brandstatter, 
Justice Felton, Jose Herrera, Kaylee Langendorf, 
Nathan Morrison, Marcus Organek, Emerald Prebble 
and Olivia Romero. The Most Improved Student was 
Kendra Wardon from Arizona Agribusiness & Equine 
Center. The Best Essayist was Mackenzie Spaulding 
from Peoria High School. Outstanding Students 
included second runner-up, Kaylee Langendorf (Skyline 
High School) and first runner-up Hailee Salvato (Red 
Mountain High School). The Outstanding Student was 
Justice Felton (Thunderbird High School).

Students and staff alike deemed the 2015 AZYLC a 
success—with new knowledge gained, new friendships 
formed, and new leadership skills realized. As always, 
students and staff expressed gratitude to MOWW for 
financing the conference and the instructors for their 
time and energy. 

KENTUCKY YLC KYYLC2
OCT 27 | LOUISVILLE, KY
CAPT W. THOMAS KEATING, USAF (FMR)
tomkeating@bellsouth.net | 502-500-3944

Cadets from Louisville opened the 2015 Kentucky YLC 
by presenting the colors and leading the group in the 
Star Spangled Banner with the help of Capt Norman 
Seawright, USAF (Fmr). This year’s event was held at the 
Louisville Scottish Rite, and included 230 students from 
seven local Kentucky and Indiana high schools.

The YLC began with opening remarks by the Louisville 
MOWW Chapter Commander, CAPT Jeff Daus, 
USN (Ret). Jeff spoke of his military experience and 
the various times he had to use different leadership 
techniques to achieve specific goals. He spoke of the 
history of the MOWW, and its goal of furthering 
student education on the Constitution, the Bill of 
Rights, and Patriotism. 

“Leadership by example” is universally acknowledged 
the preeminent trait. Constant emphasis on leadership 
culminates, each year, in the selection of the Top 
Students at the TAMU Conference. Peers and counselors 
are charged with singling out those participants who 
most clearly embody and employ those principles. 

Tristan Dunn of Naaman Forest High School (Garland, 
TX), this year’s top-ranked student, summed up his 
feelings of this week long, leadership laboratory, by 
saying:

This [YLC} was an amazing opportunity and one of the 
greatest experiences of my life. My favorite take-away 
memory will be the nights we spent talking about deep 
topics that will shape our lives for decades to come!  

ARIZONA YLC AZYLC
JUL 6-11 | ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY; PHOENIX, AZ
COL RICHARD E. MINOR, USA (RET)
danddminor@aol.com | 480-595-8089

The 2015 Arizona Youth Leadership Conference 
(AZYLC) students met their teams over lunch before 
jumping straight into the curriculum to set a foundation 
for the week: communication, the Declaration of 
Independence, and Constitutional issues. Each day, the 
delegates were presented with information that fostered 
critical thinking about being a leader and the Founding 
Father’s experience building America into the country 
it is today. Delegates used parliamentary procedure 
while convening their own constitutional convention, 
argued a property rights case before their peers in a 
United States Supreme Court simulation, debated the 
application of our United States Constitution to current 
hot topics, and participated as brokers and traders in a 
free enterprise market simulation. 

Social events included a seminar where veterans 
representing each branch of service talked about 
their experiences and answered student questions. In 
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concerned the importance of first impressions. To 
highlight this issue, the MOWW members lead the 
group on an exercise demonstrating the importance 
of a proper greeting, to include the handshake and 
eye-to-eye contact. The MOWW members and school 
chaperones then had the students practice these 
qualities with an MOWW member and with each other. 
The students agreed theses were invaluable skills they 
could use in their everyday lives.

In the end, the 2015 YLC participants were left with 
great memories of dynamic speakers and valuable life 
skills. Many of the participants are preparing for life 
events after graduation. Whether it is college or the 
beginning of a career, the information they obtained 
and life skills they learned will only enhance their 
chances of success in the future. 

HUNTSVILLE YLC HSVYLC
OCT 28-31 | US SPACE & ROCKET CENTER, HUNTSVILLE, AL
LT COL DAVID L. DUNLAP, USAF (RET)
dunlapdl@aol.com | 256-651-1983

During our three and a half-day conference, our 
participants interacted with dynamic speakers, Q&A 
panelists, mentors, and fellow YLC participants. The 
focus was on leadership, American heritage and free 
enterprise. Cornerstones to our event were visiting the 
Veterans Memorial Park in Huntsville, AL, reenactors 
in period uniforms, and immersion in Space Camp’s 
hands-on “Introduction to Flight Program.” Students, 
using what they knew and the skills and insights gained 
during the YLC, developed team products to represent 
what they had learned from the YLC to demonstrate 
their ability to communicate and work together, and to 
communicate their results to the rest of the YLC.

MG Bob Silverthorn, USA (Ret), began the formal 
portion of the conference with a spirited discussion 
on the Constitution and its importance in today’s 
political environment. He focused his discussion with 
the students on how the Constitution can be used as a 
basis for a greater understanding of “Teamwork, Class, 
Service, and Country.” His experience in the military, 
and now as a lawyer in Kentucky, highlighted the 
importance of equality amongst all people and respect 
for one another’s rights. The discussion repeatedly 
circled around how everything being discussed related 
to “from many…. One”, the original motto of the United 
States (E Pluribus Unum).

The participants were then treated to a special event 
when Coach Scott Davenport, Bellarmine Men’s 
basketball team (Div II National Champions, 2011), 
gave an energetic speech on how to overcome negativity 
in our lives. Coach Davenport repeatedly reinforced 
to the students that he had the utmost faith in their 
abilities and motivations. He repeated multiple times, 
“We are going to be OK,” if the discipline, leadership, 
and maturity demonstrated by the YLC participants is 
any indication of the next great generation to lead our 
country. He left the students with the thought that no 
matter what stage of life we are in, we are being scored 
every day, and to make the most of each day by finding 
purpose in everything we do.

In keeping with the theme of the conference, Sgt 
Scott Bream (Louisville Police Department) discussed 
justice and its application in society. The presentation 
highlighted three perspectives of justice, i.e., the 
individual, society, and Law Enforcement. Students 
discussed how the perspectives of a certain event can 
be different when viewed by different groups. They were 
challenged to withhold judging an act or individual until 
the event is viewed from all perspectives. This is the 
perspective that comes from experience and wisdom. 

After lunch, the participants were entertained and 
educated by Norman Seawright and his discussion on 
freedom and patriotism. With his prominent voice and 
engaging personality, Norm had multiple students tell 
the group what patriotism meant to them to develop a 
consensus as to its definition. In the end, he challenged 
the group to develop their own definition, and to center 
it on the theme of “devoted love, support, and defense 
of one’s country.”

The closing presentation was facilitated by Jeff Daus 
and Capt Tom Keating, USAF (Fmr). This discussion 
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Our participants became acquainted through 
icebreaker activities during registration and socials that 
transitioned to team project sessions. After registration 
and orientation, they listened to a presentation on 
effective communication delivered by a fellow high 
school student trained as the YLC’s Deputy Program 
Director. She introduced them to an interpersonal 
communication technique they were to use during 
much of the conference. Other staff members 
also demonstrated the technique via several short 
introductions of one another, after which paired first-
timers introduced one another at team level to begin 
using the technique to become accustomed to speaking 
within their respective teams. 

The first communication challenge after introductions 
was to build something using a bucket, paper, and 
playing cards and string. Then, students described 
the results to the rest of the YLC. The second project 
related to the YLC theme of “building on the past today 
as a nation and as an individual,” and supporting the 
selected objectives on leadership, American heritage and 
free enterprise 

Prior to working on the second project, YLC participants  
watched a National Sojourner performance of “Toast 
the Flag,” learned about the original signers of the 
Declaration of Independence and the price they paid. 
They also toured Memorial Park, and participated in 
a workshop on leadership and ethics, and in a Q&A 
panel session with professionals on careers and their 
observations from the workplace. 

The YLC’s afternoon 
activity was Space Camp’s 
Aviation Challenge 
“Introduction to Flight” 
Program. First-timers 
learned flight physiology, 
were spun into dizziness, 
experienced G-forces, 
flew F-18 flight 
simulators, simulated 
surviving after a crash, 
tackled the leadership 
reaction course, and 
explored the Space 
Museum, including 
climbing its Martian 
Wall. 

KY BLUEGRASS CHALLENGE 
ACADEMY KY2
NOV 11 | FORT KNOX, KY 
CAPT WILLIAM W. DIBBLE, JR., USN (RET)
w.dibble@insightbb.com | 502-239-1895

The Fort Knox Chapter conducted a single-day Veterans 
Day Youth Leadership Conference on 11 November 2015. 
The training audience was the cadets of the Kentucky 
Bluegrass Challenge Academy (BCA). LTC Lawrence 
Herzog, Chapter Adjutant, was the exercise director 
and opened the instruction with a brief history of the 
transition from Armistice Day in 1919, on the 11th 
hour of the 11th day of the 11th month, to its final 
recognition as a legal holiday and renaming it “Veterans 
Day” in 1978. 

Three active duty non-commissioned officers 
volunteered their time to address a series of leading 
issues about their background, why they joined the 
service, their experience in the service, and how they feel 
about being veterans. In all cases, each presenter was 
candid in discussing all of their issues.    

SGT Chris Vargas, SSG Jesse B. Harmon, and SFC 
Andrew L Murray, JR., all assigned to the US Army 
Recruiting Command, are all combat veterans who 
served several rotations in Iraq and/or Afghanistan. All 
three had backgrounds similar to those of the cadets and 
pointed out that their choices of entering the service as 
a career turned their lives around. A significant point 
made by SSG Harman, who was severely wounded by an 
IED, was that after extended rehabilitation he returned 
to continue Army service. Their advice to the cadets was 
to “make your own decisions,” follow your own advice 
and to “use what you have to achieve your goals.” Each 
of the veterans confirmed that their decision to pursue 
a military career was positive and that they would make 
the same decision again. 

The training audience was comprised of “at risk” 16-to-
18-year-olds attending the academy, which gives them a 
second chance to reclaim their lives. In the Q & A sessions, 
the cadets asked cogent questions which the veterans 
answered fully to the cadets’ satisfaction. Many of the 
cadets are considering joining the military following their 
graduation from the academy, and these veterans are 
shining examples of a solid career in the military. 

Based on the background of most of the cadets, the 
instruction was ideal in that it reinforced our effort 
to instill patriotism in our youth. However, more 
importantly, these successful Soldiers displayed a 
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relationship with the cadets that put them in the same 
situation in their youth showing that, given confidence 
in themselves, they too could succeed. 

PUERTO RICO YLC PRYLC
17 JAN 15 | MUÑIZ ANG BASE | CAROLINA, PR

LTC JORGE L. MAS, USA (RET) 
jorge.mas@hotmail.com | 787-397-6744

Forty JROTC and Civil Air Patrol students attended 
the single-day Youth Leadership Conference held at 
the 140th Support Squadron Radar Site (Puerto Rico 
Air National Guard) on 6 February 2016. LTC Jorge L. 
Mas, Chapter Commander, gave the initial welcome 
remarks and introduced the YLC Director, COL Carlos 
“Pantera” Quiñones, for initial administrative remarks 
and safety briefing. Students were given a note-taking 
guide for the conference, which included three main 
topics: 1.) Leadership; 2.) Patriotic Symbols, the US 
Constitution, and US history, and; 3.) Free Enterprise.

MG Felix A. Santoni, BG Victor S. Perez, and COL 
Carlos A. Quiñones discussed leadership. Companion 
MG Santoni spoke about the satisfaction and rewards 
a person receives by serving their country with 
distinction, remarks in tune with MOWW’s motto, 
“It is nobler to serve than to be served.” MG Santoni 
used his personal experiences to inspire the students 
to achieve their dreams, while also emphasizing the 
difference between a manager and a leader. He closed 
by asking students to reflect upon the degree to which 
they have served their families, schools and their 
community. 

Next, BG Perez and the students discussed leadership 
styles, traits, expectations and challenges—and 
students responded enthusiastically by highlighting the 
personal attributes a strong leader must have to inspire 
followers to believe in them. They also underscored 
the knowledge one needs to turn a mission tasking or 
assignment into successful outcomes. Next, students 
selected a known leader to discuss the various 
examples of leadership.  

COL Quiñones then asked the students to select 
another leader, after which he divided the class into 
five groups. After a 10-minute discussion and coaching, 
the student groups gave presentations about the 
selected leader, who they were, why they were leaders, 
and their leadership legacy. 

The topics of patriotic symbols and the US Constitution 
were addressed by COL Antonio Montalvo and COL 
Hector Sanchez. COL Montalvo talked about the 
origins of our Constitution, what it means to the 
American people and the importance of the Bill Of 
Rights. After COL Sanchez discussed the importance 
of showing respect for our national symbols, e.g., the 
US flag and the National Anthem, and the student-
instructor dynamic became highly energized. It was an 
outstanding discussion.

LTC William Pennock conducted a group discussion 
about President Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg 
Address, addressing its contents, sentence by sentence. 
While doing so, he discussed Civil War events and 
outlined why the speech was delivered at Gettysburg. 

COL Jose Pico, Executive Vice President of The 
Gandia Group, a company dedicated to the sale and 
distribution of automotive parts, presented the YLC’s 
final session, “Free Enterprise.” He devoted special 
attention to what it is to be an entrepreneur. He 
also led discussed on the risk versus the preparation 
needed to create a private business, especially given 
the fiscal situation worldwide. Finally, he encouraged 
students to develop an entrepreneurial attitude, and 
challenged the students to think about leadership and 
entrepreneurship characteristics.

In summary, all topics were well presented by 
instructors and well received by the students. Students 
appreciated the opportunity to ask questions and 
exchange information with the instructors and other 
students. As the conference closed, each cadet received 
a Certificate of Participation. 

Cadet/Lieutenant Colonel Luke Burton summarized 
his fellow students’ thoughts by saying, “As our time 
draws to a close in the coming hour, we reflect on the 
knowledge we gained through this grand event. We 
thank our teachers and are now ever determined to 
improve our communities, and improve ourselves both 
as citizens and leaders.” 

BG Perez selected Cadet/Staff Sergeant Osvaldo Torres 
as the most impressive cadet—for Cadet Torres’ 
dedication, participation, and excellent attitude. BG 
Perez presented Cadet Torres with his personal one 
star coin of excellence in appreciation. 

YOUTH LEADERSHIP IN ACTION
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   MOWW® ║ YLC Student Application

YOUTH LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE NAME & LOCATION                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

CONFERENCE DATES                                                                                                                                    CONFERENCE CODE                                                                                                        

A.     STUDENT APPLICATION (PLEASE PRINT)

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
   FULL NAME OF YLC STUDENT / CHILD OF THE UNDERSIGNED NATURAL PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
   ADDRESS (NUMBER, STREET, CITY, STATE AND ZIP CODE) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
  AREA CODE & TELEPHONE NUMBER                        EMAIL 

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
  SCHOOL GRADE, I.E., 10TH OR 11TH GRADE IN HIGH SCHOOL                    AGE                     GENDER (MALE/FEMALE)                              DATE OF BIRTH   (DAY / MONTH / YEAR)

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
   LEADERSHIP POSITIONS NOW HELD OR WERE HELD

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
   CO-CURRICULAR/EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (E.G., SPORTS, CLUBS, CHEER, TAS, NHS) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
   SHORT-TERM GOALS 

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
   LONG-TERM GOALS

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
   EXPECTATIONS IN TEN YEARS

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
   SIGNATURE OF STUDENT APPLICANT

B. APPROVAL OF PARENT/GUARDIAN (PLEASE PRINT)

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
   FULL NAME OF NATURAL CUSTODIAL PARENT OR DESIGNATED LEGAL GUARDIAN       RELATIONSHIP TO STUDENT

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
  AREA CODE & TELEPHONE NUMBER                        EMAIL 

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
   SIGNATURE OF NATURAL CUSTODIAL PARENT OR DESIGNATED LEGAL GUARDIAN       DATE (MONTH / DAY / YEAR)

C. APPROVAL OF HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELOR/INSTRUCTOR (PLEASE PRINT)

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
   FULL NAME OF HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELOR/INSTRUCTOR                                                                                                  TITLE OR POSITION

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
  HIGH SCHOOL NAME & ADDRESS (NUMBER, STREET, CITY, STATE AND ZIP CODE

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
  AREA CODE & TELEPHONE NUMBER                       EMAIL 

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
   SIGNATURE OF HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELOR/INSTRUCTOR                                                                                                  DATE (MONTH / DAY / YEAR)

D. APPROVAL OF SPONSORING MOWW SUB-ELEMENT (CHAPTER, DEPARTMENT OR REGION) (PLEASE PRINT)

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
  APPROVING OFFICIAL’S FULL NAME, RANK, SERVICE                          MOWW ELEMENT (CHAPTER, DEPARTMENT OR CHAPTER)            TITLE OR POSITION 

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
   ADDRESS (NUMBER, STREET, CITY, STATE AND ZIP CODE) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
  AREA CODE & TELEPHONE NUMBER                       EMAIL 

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
   SIGNATURE                                                                                                                                                                                                          DATE (MONTH / DAY / YEAR)
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MOWW® ║ 2016 Youth Leadership (YLC) Schedule

DATES CODE NAME & LOCATION DIRECTOR EMAIL | ONLINE PHONE

Jan 29–31 NEYLC-1 New England YLC LTC Michael J. Jarvis, USA (Ret) mjj1943@myfairpoint.net 802-479-1271 
  Norwich University; Northfield VT  facebook.com/NUNEYLC

Feb 20 & 27 TPYLC Topeka YLC (Single Day) COL Jon Boursaw, USA (Ret) jon.boursaw@potawatomi.org  785-608-1982 
  KS National Guard Museum; Topeka KS

Feb 26–Mar 2 NEYLC-2 New England YLC LTC Michael J. Jarvis, USA (Ret) mjj1943@myfairpoint.net 802-479-1271 
  Norwich University; Northfield VT  facebook.com/NUNEYLC

Feb 26–27 AUGYLC Augusta YLC LTC Gary O. Engen, USA (Ret) augustamoww@comcast.net 706-733-7682 
  Trinity on the Hill; Augusta GA  gengen23.tripod/id13.html 

Apr 14–17 FFYLC Spirit of America YLC MAJ William R. Magill, USA (Ret) wrmagill@comcast.net 610-692-8074 
  Freedom Foundation; Valley Forge PA  www.ffvf.org 

Apr 21–24 AIFCV American Independent Foundation YLC Maj Earl Johnson, USAF (Ret) ejohnson@aifcv.org 757-560-0963 
  Williamsburg VA  www.aifcv.org 

May 7 PHYLC Philadelphia YLC MAJ William R. Magill, USA (Ret) wrmagill@comcast.net 610-693-8074 
  Bartram HS; Philadelphia PA  www.ffvf.org 

May 11–14 TALYLC Tallahassee YLC Lt Col John E. Cahoon, Jr., USAF (Ret) emeraldcst@cox.net 850-862-5078 
  Southgate Campus Centre; Tallahassee FL  www.ylfinc.org 

May 21 NJYLC New Jersey YLC MAJ William R. Magill, USA (Ret) wrmagill@comcast.net 610-693-8074 
  Lenape High School; Medford NJ   

Jun 5–9 OCU Southwest YLC (OCU) MAJ Rob Mathews, USA, (Ret) rwmathews@live.com     405-200-9379 
  Oklahoma Christian University; OK  www.txpef.org 

Jun 8–12 TOYLC Thousand Oaks YLC Col Jerry E. Knotts, USAF (Ret) jeknotts@ccvf.org 805-495-6962 
  California Lutheran University; Thousand Oaks CA

Jun 12–16 LEX-1 Southwest YLC (LEX-1) CAPT Deborah Dombeck, USCG (Ret) debdombeck@gmail.com 830-896-8715 
  Aboard USS Lexington; Corpus Christi TX  www.txpef.org 830-377-1783

Jun 19–23 StMYLC Southwest YLC (StMYLC) LTC William J. Dovali, USA (Ret) dovali@sbcglobal.net 210-637-7526 
  St. Mary’s University; San Antonio TX  www.txpef.org

Jun 20–24 SBYLC Sunbelt Three Day YLC CAPT Mike Halpin, USMC usmcf4gib@yahoo.com 480-848-0174 
  New Mexico NG HQ; Santa Fe NM  

Jun 21–24 PPYLC   Patriots Point YLC CAPT Frederick T. Massey, USN (Ret) frederick7815@att.net 843-696-4994 
  Aboard USS Yorktown; Mt. Pleasant SC

Jun 22-25 NCAYLC National Capital Area YLC CDR Robert Hartman, USN (Ret) rfh3rd@gmail.com 410-245-1127 
  St. Johns College; Annapolis MD 

Jun 26–30 NWYLC Northwest YLC Col David B. Gibson, USAF (Ret) dave_digib@comcast.net 360-412-5146 
  Pacific Lutheran University; Tacoma WA  www.northwestylc.com 

Jun 26-30 LEX-2 Southwest YLC (LEX#2) CAPT Deborah Dombeck, USCG (Ret) debdombeck@gmail.com 830-896-8715 
  Aboard USS Lexington; Corpus Christi TX  www.txpef.org 830-377-1783

Jun 27–Jul 1 SDYLC San Diego YLC Mr. Travis Putnam tputnam04@gmail.com 760-525-2722 
  San Diego State University; San Diego CA  www.sandiegoylc.org 

Jul 7–11 AZYLC Arizona YLC COL Richard E. Minor, USA (Ret) danddminor@aol.com 480-595-8089 
  Arizona State Polytechnic University; Mesa,  AZ www.azylc.org

Jul 10–14 TWU Southwest YLC (TWU) LTC Arthur B. Fowler, USA (Ret) af3@verizon.net 214-675-0690 
  Texas Wesleyan University; Fort Worth TX  www.txpef.org

Jul 11–15 RMYLC Rocky Mountain YLC	 BG	Anthony	C.	Trifiletti,	USA	(Ret)	 actrif@q.com 719-481-0776 
  Colorado State University; Pueblo CO  www.rmylf.org 

Jul 17–21 TAMU Southwest YLC (TAMU) LTC Don B. Munson, USA (Ret) don.munson@tx.rr.com 972-471-3499 
  Texas A & M University; College Station TX  www.txpef.org

Oct  TBD KYYLC KENTUCKY YLC CAPT Jeff Daus, USN (Ret) jeffdaus@yahoo.com   502-457-3083 
  Scottish Rite Temple; Louisville KY  

Oct 28–31 HSVYLC  Huntsville YLC Lt Col David L. Dunlap, USAF (Ret) dunlapdl@aol.com 256-651-1983 
  US Space & Rocket Center; Huntsville AL  www.huntsville-moww.org

Nov 5 FBYLC Fort Benning YLC (Single Day) LT Ed Summey, USA, (Ret) esummey4u@aol.com 706-596-1665 
  Infantry Museum; Fort Benning GA  

Dec 2–4 NEYLC-3 New England YLC LTC Michael J. Jarvis, USA (Ret) mjj1943@myfairpoint.net 802-479-1271 
  Norwich University; Northfield VT  facebook.com/NUNEYLC
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